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Medical  Outstanding  Alumnus  winner, 
James  H.  Meador-Woodruff  '84MD,  with 
fellow  alumni  at  the  medical  division 
reception,  Reunion  Weekend  2009. 


Dear  Alumni  and  Friends, 

Three  is  a  magic  number.  Think  of  the  three  wishes  in  fairy  tales; 
Aristotle's  three  dramatic  unities  of  action,  time,  place;  and  the  unbeat- 
able sturdiness  of  a  three-legged  stool.  In  every  case,  all  three  are  equally 
needed  to  make  magic  happen. 

On  the  MCV  Campus,  we  have  everything  we  need  to  make  our  wishes 

come  true,  to  tell  our  story  effectively  and  to  build  a  solid  foundation 

for  the  future.  But  we  need  to  pull  together  our  magic  three  -  the 

MCV  Campus  schools,  the  MCV  Foundation  and  the  MCV  Alumni 

Association  -  to  make  it  happen.  My  goal  as  president  of  the  MCV  Alumni  Association  is  to  help 

strengthen  the  ties  between  each  of  these  three  entities  so  we  can  all  be  stronger  going  forward. 


— 
ISBN 


(804)  828-3900  . 


On  the  cover:  VCU 
Critical  Care  Hospital's 
fully-equipped  hybrid 

erating  suite  dedicated 
to  the  complete  spectrut 
of  treatments  for  neuro- 
vascular disease  (see  story 


As  you  already  know,  MCVAA  is  engaged  in  an  extensive  strategic  planning  process  that  began 
with  survey  research  conducted  last  summer.  We  now  are  inviting  the  development  officers  from 
each  of  our  schools  to  a  series  of  strategic  planning  discussions  about  how  MCVAA  can  more 
closely  align  its  organization,  priorities,  programs,  activities  and  communications  with  those 
of  the  schools.  Our  objective  is  to  increase  the  engagement  and  participation  of  MCV  Campus 
alumni  through  a  closer  working  relationship  between  the  association  and  the  schools. 

I  look  forward  to  leading  the  association  as  it  goes  through  this  process,  and  I  am  excited  about 
the  possibilities  this  endeavor  contains.  Together  we  can  make  magic! 

Sincerely, 


QcwtfJ&**.Mf 


James  H.  Revere  '65DDS 

President 

MCV  Alumni  Association  of  VCU 


Members  of  the  dental  1946  class,  (left  to 
right)  Bruce  Warlick  and  Gordon  Townsend, 
share  memories  at  Reunion  2009. 


A  future  alumnus  enjoys  the  dental 
division  dinner  at  Reunion  2009. 
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Officers      of      the 
MCV      Alumni 
ssociation      of      VCU 

James  H.  Revere  Jr.  '65DDS 
President 

Paula  B.  Saxby  '85MS/N'92PhD/N 
President-elect 

Mary  Snyder  Shall  '91PhD/M-BH 
Past  President 

Elizabeth  C.  Reynolds  '91DDS 

Secretary 

Kenneth  Kolb  '82PharmD 
Treasurer 


Myra  G.  Owens  '96MS(G)/AH'06PhD/AH 
Allied  Health 

Michelle  R.  Peace  '05PhD/M-BH 
Basic  Health 

Renita  W.  Randolph  '91DDS 
Dentistry 

Elizabeth  A.  Kleiner 

'98MS/M'02MD'08MPH/M 
Medicine 

TerriA.  Gaffney '81BS/N 

Nursing 

Bronwyn  McDaniels  Burnham  '89BS/P 
Pharmacy 


Allied  Health 
Ann  Sidney  Charlescraft  '96(PC)/AH 

Jonah  Fox  '04MD'05MHA 

Mario  P.  Grasso  II  '93MSNA'02MSHA 

Rebecca  T.  Perdue  '62BS(CLS)/AH 

Basic  Health 

Quynh  Do  '01BS/HSrS'05MPH 

Rebecca  MacLean  '06PhD 

Justin  McClain  '09PhD 

Diana  McKinney  'OOPhD 

Dentistry 

Elizabeth  L.  Nance  77DDS'02MSHA 

Tammy  K.  Swecker  '93DH'05ME 

J.  Neil  Turnage  '97DDS 

Medicine 

Christopher  C.  Colenda  III  77MD 

Barry  V.  Kirkpatrick  '66MD 

Melissa  Byrne  Nelson  '98MD 

Nursing 

Ursula  Butts  '95BS/N'97MSHA 

Kristin  Filler  '09BS/N 

Kathleen  Martin  '07BS/N 

Trula  Minton  79BS/N'88MS/N 

Pharmacy 

Joseph  E.  Hopper  'S9BS/P 

Timothy  W.  Robertson  '92BS/P 

Amy  L.  Whitaker  '98PharmD 


From  left  to  right:  Matt  Gottlieb  (behind  cameraman);  Joe 
Merlino  (behind  cameraman);  Wes  David  '01  MD'04HS;  David 
Zirkle;  Tim  Martin;  Brent  Waters  MD  '03HS;  groom  Ken  Zelenak 
'01MD'04HS;  father  of  the  groom  Jim  Zelenak  '69MD; 
Russel  Perkins 

Ken   Zelenak   '  0  1  M  D '  0  4  H  S  and  his  groomsmen  took  in  part 
of  the  VCU  -  GMU  basketball  game  before  Zelenak' s  January  wed- 
ding to  Ashley  Thompson  '01MD.  "Dad  and  I  have  been  going  to 
VCU  games  since  the  late  1970s,"  Zelenak  said.  "This  was  a  GREAT 
way  to  alleviate  pre-wedding  jitters.  We  had  a  great  time,  although 
we  had  to  leave  at  half-time  to  prepare  for  the  ceremony  (right 
around  the  corner  at  Bethlehem  Lutheran  Church)."  Zelenak  added 
that  his  bride,  a  fellow  graduate  of  the  School  of  Medicine,  approved 
the  pre-wedding  event. 

Cindy    Munro    RN    '92  PhD/N  '97Cert(  N  P)/N,    professor  in 
the  Department  of  Adult  Health  and  Nursing  Systems  in  the  VCU 
School  of  Nursing,  is  the  new  co-editor  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Critical  Care,  the  premier  research  journal  in  critical  care.  She  was 
selected  from  among  a  pool  of  highly  qualified  applicants. 

Munro  also  has  received  a  $1.78  million  grant  from  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health  for  her  research  on  whether  the  application 
of  chlorhexidine  (antibacterial  mouthwash)  after  intubation  of 
critically- ill  patients  reduces  the  incidence  of  pneumonia.  She  was 
presented  the  School  of  Nursing  Outstanding  Alumnus  Award 
earlier  this  year  (see  page  5). 

Maggie   Butler   '04BS/H&S'06M  S/AH  recently  won  the 
Virginia  Association  of  Rehabilitation  Leadership  Emerging  Leader 
Award.  The  VARL  Emerging  Leader  Award  recognizes  an  indi- 
vidual who  has  demonstrated  leadership  potential  within  the  field  of 
Vocational  Rehabilitation.  The  award  is  given  to  a  person  who  has 
"demonstrated  a  commitment  to  the  advancement  and  development 
of  exemplary  leadership  qualities  through  innovative  thinking, 


Robin  L.  Foster  '89MD'92HS 


leadership  of  others,  effective  participation  in  leadership  activities, 
and  study  leading  to  a  positive  impact  on  the  vocational  rehabilita- 
tion community." 

The  Richmond  YWCA's  2009  Outstanding  Women  Award  winners 
included  Robin    L.    Foster    '89MD '92 HS,  who  was  honored 
for  her  contributions  in  the  area 
of  Health  &  Science.  Foster  is 
director  of  Pediatric  Emergency 
Services  and  director  of  Pediatric 
Critical  Care  Transport  at  the 
VCU  Medical  Center.  Selected 
from  more  than  80  nominees, 
this  year's  recipients  were  cho- 
sen based  on  their  community 
contributions,  leadership,  a  high 
level  of  personal  and  professional 
achievement  and  commitment  to 
the  YWCA  of  Richmond's  mis- 
sion of  equality  and  empower- 
ment for  women  and  children.  Foster  hosted  a  School  of  Medicine 
1989  class  reunion  at  her  home  this  past  April. 

Mark   Okusa   '79M  S(  P)  '82  M  D'BSHS   was  VCU's  2009 
Alpha  Omega  Alpha  Medical  Honor  Society  alumni  inductee  and 
the  keynote  speaker  at  the  banquet  held  in  May.  In  addition  to 
selecting  third-  and  fourth-year  medical  students  and  a  few  house- 
staff  and  faculty  members,  an  alumnus  is  inducted  into  the  chapter 
each  year.  Criteria  for  nomination  include  excellence  in  scholar- 
ship, leadership  and  service.  Okusa  is  the  chair  of  the  Division  of 
Nephrology  at  the  University  of  Virginia,  the  John  C.  Buchanan 
Distinguished  Professor  of  Medicine  and  director  of  U.Va.'s  Center 
for  Immunity,  Inflammation 
and  Regenerative  Medicine. 

In  February,  VCU  Libraries 
and  University  Student 
Commons  &  Activities  spon- 
sored a  lecture  on  the  MCV 
Campus  by  Tadataka 
Yamada    MD    '74HS, 
president  of  the  Bill  and 
Melinda  Gates  Foundation's 
Global  Health  Program. 
He  addressed  a  broad 
range  of  topics,  including 
HIV  treatment  and 
prevention,  monetary 

Tadataka  Yamada  MD  '74HS 


investments  in  medicine  and  emerging  trends  in  sub-Saharan  Africa, 
stressing  that  HIV  remains  the  worst  of  all  the  medical  problems 
he  cited.  The  world  is  falling  behind  every  year,  Yamada  said,  and  a 
vaccine  must  be  developed.  Unfortunately,  he  said,  HIV  research  is 
emblematic  of  the  pitfalls  of  medical  research.  Without  completing 
nearly  all  of  the  research,  researchers  do  not  receive  grants,  and  if 
researchers  challenge  dogma  they  do  not  receive  money,  he  said. 

"We  must  address  these  issues  proactively,"  Yamada  said, 
criticizing  the  peer-review  system  currently  in  place.  "Innovation 
is  needed,  and  innovation  has  no  peers." 

The  VCU  School  of  Allied  Health  Professions  has  established  the 
Cathy  Saunders  Career  Gerontologist  Scholarship 
with  a  $10,000  gift  from  Cathy  Saunders  '76BS/S  W'82(G  )/ 
A  H  and  other  alumni.  The  scholarship  will  be  awarded  annually 
to  a  student  in  gerontology  with  good  academic  credentials,  with 
special  consideration  given  to  candidates  who  will  serve  the  elderly 
after  completion  of  their  training. 

Projections  for  the  year  2030  indicate  that  20  percent  of  the  U.S. 
population  will  be  65  or  older.  The  need  for  educated  and  highly 
trained  geriatric  professionals  is  essential  to  caring  for  this  growing 
and  demanding  population.  The  School  of  Allied  Health  Professions 
Department  of  Gerontology  is  positioning  itself  as  a  leader  in 
geriatric  education,  and  student  scholarships  are  needed  to  recruit 
students  into  this  specialty. 

Saunders  is  a  real  estate  agent  in  Richmond,  Va.,  who  is  also 
a  professional  gerontologist.  She  has  served  as  past-president  of 
the  Greater  Richmond  Alzheimer's  Association,  vice  chair  of  the 
Virginia  Alzheimer's  Commission  and  president  of  the  Board  of 
Circle  Center  Adult  Day  Service.  Saunders  is  also  a  past-president  of 
the  MCV  Alumni  Association.  She  has  received  numerous  awards 
for  her  professional  and  community-service  achievements  and  in 
2008  was  honored  as  a  VCU  Alumni  Star. 

Send  donations  for  the  Saunders  Scholarship  Fund  to  the  MCV 
Foundation,  P.O.  Box  980022, 
MCV  Campus,  Richmond,  VA 
23298-0022 

More  than  90  people  turned  out 

to  celebrate  Bertha   Rolfe's 

'  4  7  B  S  /  P  birthday  in  August 

in  the  Healing  Garden  at  the 

VCU  Massey  Cancer  Center's 

Goodwin  Research  Laboratory. 

A  familiar  face  around  the  MCV 

Campus,  Rolfe  has  volunteered 

at  the  cancer  center  for  16  years 

and  has  served  on  Massey's 

Advisory  Board  for  14  years.  In 

1948,  she  joined  the  VCU  School 

of  Pharmacy  where  she  worked 

for  nine  years  as  a  lab  instructor. 

In  the  1960s,  she  was  a  volunteer 

hospital  pharmacist  at  McGuire 

General  Veterans  Hospital,  and  in 

1971,  she  rejoined  the  School  of  Pharmacy  faculty  for  another 

10  years.  All  three  entities  joined  forces  to  throw  the  party  for  Rolfe, 

a  cancer  survivor  who  seems  to  have  an  endless  supply  of  time  and 

energy  to  generously  give  on  behalf  of  Massey  and  others.  She 

has  also  been  a  dedicated  volunteer  and  supporter  of  the  MCV 

Alumni  Association. 


Bertha  Rolfe  (right)  with  School  of  Pharmacy  Dean  Emeritus 
Warren  Weaver  and  his  wife,  Esther. 


Dr.  Michael  Rao,  VCU  president 

Michael    Rao,    PhD,    Becomes    VCU's    Fifth    President 

Michael  Rao,  PhD,  took  the  helm  as  Virginia  Commonwealth 
University's  fifth  president  and  president  of  the  VCU  Health  System  on 
July  1.  He  also  serves  as  a  tenured  professor  in  the  School  of  Education. 

Before  coming  to  VCU,  Dr.  Rao,  42,  had  been  president  and 
professor  at  Central  Michigan  University  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Mich., 
since  2000.  He  had  previously  served  as  chancellor  of  Montana  State 
University-Northern  in  Havre,  Mont.,  and  as  president  of  Mission 
College  in  Santa  Clara,  Calif.  In  the  late  1980s  and  early  1990s, 
Dr.  Rao  served  in  the  private  sector  as  a  higher-education  academic 
program  planner.  He  also  served  as  assistant  to  the  president  at  the 
University  of  Florida,  a  member  of  the  Association  of  American 
Universities.  Dr.  Rao  earned  his  bachelor's  degree  in  chemistry  from 
the  University  of  South  Florida  and  a  PhD  in  higher  education  from 
the  University  of  Florida. 

"Michael  Rao's  accomplishments  are  remarkable,"  said  VCU 
Rector  Tom  Rosenthal. 
"Members  of  the  board,  the 
Presidential  Search  Committee 
and  others  representing  univer- 
sity groups  who  have  met  Mike 
are  excited  about  the  energy, 
enthusiasm  and  intelligence 
he  will  bring  to  VCU  as  its 
fifth  president." 

Dr.  Rao  expressed  his  grati- 
tude to  the  board  and  the  search 
committee,  as  well  as  the  univer- 
sity community,  after  accepting 
the  appointment. 

"I  am  truly  honored  to  be 
appointed  VCU's  next  presi- 
dent," Dr.  Rao  said.  "This  is  the 
only  position  I  have  pursued, 
and  it  is  because  VCU  is  a 
dynamic  and  diverse  university 
in  a  vibrant  city.  It  is  very  clear 
that  VCU  is  an  institution  of  opportunity  with  great  momentum. 
I  am  excited  to  work  with  all  its  stakeholders  to  carry  that  momen- 
tum forward  as  we  fulfill  an  important  mission  as  a  leading  urban 
research  university,  with  high-quality,  well-integrated  academic 
programs  and  a  preeminent  academic  medical  center." 
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"I  joined  the  Alumni  Association  because  I  wanted 
to  remain  connected  with  the  School  of  Nursing. 
In  addition  to  staying  current  with  my  school,  I 
believe  that  my  participation  helps  to  perpetuate 
the  enthusiasm  and  passion  that  make  the  MCV 
Campus  such  an  outstanding  place  to  learn." 

Terri  Gaffney  '81 BS,  Nursing 

MCVAA  Vice  President,  Nursing  Division 


The  MCV  Alumni  Association  is  your  connection 
to  lifelong  educational,  career  and  social  net- 
working opportunities.  Your  continuing  involvement  with 
the  university  is  critical  to  its  sustained  excellence. 

Join  now  online  at  www.vcu-mcvalumni.org. 

Or  use  the  form  below. 


Alumni  Association  dues  are  not  contributions  to  the  university 
and  are  not  tax  deductible.  Membership  dues  foster  alumni 
engagement  and  support  programs  for  alumni,  students  and  faculty. 
To  make  a  tax-deductible  gift  to  your  school  or  department  please 
visit  www.vcu.edu/giving. 


Make  checks  payable  to:  MCVAA.  Detach  the  form  below  and  mail  to:  P.O.  Box  980156,  Richmond,  VA  23298-0156,  or  fax  to  (804)  828-4594. 


Yes,  1/ We  want  to  join  the  MCV  Alumni  Association 

Annual  Membership 

□    $40  Individual  □    $55  Joint 


Life  Membership 

□  $495  Individual         □    $595  Joint 

Life  Membership  Installment 

□  Individual  □   Joint 
$110x5  years  $130x5  years 

Senior  Life  Membership 

□  $225  Individual         □    $275  Joint 
alumni  who  graduated  40+  years  ago 

Recent  Grad  Membership 

□  $25  Individual  □   $35  Joint 
5  years  or  less  since  first  VCU/MCV  degree 


Name  (as  it  appears  on  credit  card) 


Address 


City/State/Zip 


Email  Address  Help  make  our  communications  with  you  as  streamlined  and  as  green  as  possible, 
(check  one)      □  American  Express       □  Discover       □  MasterCard       QVisa 


Expiration  Date . 
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Card  No 


Signature 
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Harry  Bear  '75MD'78PhD  (left)  received 
the  Outstanding  Alumnus  Award  and 
George  Burke  III  '70MD  received  the 
Hodges-Kay  Service  Award. 


Jennifer  Edwards  '99PharmD  is  congratu- 
lated by  Dean  Victor  Yanchick  after  receiv- 
ing the  Distinguished  Pharmacy  Alumnus 
Award. 


James  H.  Meador- Woodruff  '84MD,  the 

School  of  Medicine's  Outstanding  Alumnus 
Award  winner,  and  Michele  A.  Romano 
'84MD'87HS,  the  Caravati  Service  Award 
winner. 


Dean  Victor  Yanchick  with  Bronwyn 
McDaniels  Burnham  '89BS/P,  the 

Pharmacy  Alumnus  Service  Award  winner. 


Carol  Brooks  '75BS'94DDS,  the  James  H. 
Revere  Outstanding  Service  Award  winner, 
and  John  Philips  '69DDS,  the  Harry  Lyons 
Outstanding  Dental  Alumnus. 


From  left  to  right:  John  Povlishock,  PhD, 
Chairman  of  the  Department  of  Anatomy 
and  Neurobiology,  Eugene  S.  Medlock 
'80PhD,  winner  of  the  Basic  Health  Sciences 
Outstanding  Alumnus  Award,  Jack  L. 
Haar,  PhD,  Professor  in  the  Department 
of  Anatomy  and  Neurobiology.  The  presen- 
tation was  made  at  a  special  ceremony  on 
May  18. 


Back  row,  from  left  to  right:  Terri  Gafmey  '81BS/N, 
MCVAA  Vice  President  for  Nursing,  Dean  Nancy 
Langston,  and  Cindy  Munro  '92PhD/N'97NP, 
recipient  of  the  Outstanding  Nursing  Alumnus 
Award.  Seated  from  left  to  right:  Christi  Adams 
'88BS/N'06MS/N,  recipient  of  the  Outstanding  Nurse 
Practice  Award,  and  Vivian  Bagby  '60St.P'82BS/ 
N'90MS(G)/AH,  recipient  of  the  Outstanding  Nurse 
Service  Award. 


2009  Alumni  Award  Recipients 


MCVAA    Outstanding    Alumnus    Award: 
Harry  D.  Bear  '75MD'78PhD  has  served  since  1993  as  chair  of  the 
Division  of  Surgical  Oncology  in  the  School  of  Medicine.  He  has  been  on  the 
faculty  since  1984  and  has  been  a  productive  scientist  and  program  leader  at 
the  VCU  Massey  Cancer  Center.  Recently,  Bear  was  selected  to  serve  on  the 
National  Commission  on  Cancer  of  the  American  College  of  Surgeons. 


(left)  Terri  Gaffney,  MCVAA  Vice  President,  Nursing  Division  and 
fellow  alumni  celebrate  at  the  School  of  Nursing  Tea  Party  dur- 
ing Reunion  Weekend  2009. 


School    of    Dentistry 

James    H.    Revere    Outstanding    Service    Award: 

Carol  Brooks  '75BS'94DDS  has  had  an  exemplary  career  as  both  a  dental 
hygienist  and  a  dental  educator.  Since  joining  the  School  of  Dentistry's  faculty 
in  1995,  she  has  received  numerous  awards  in  recognition  of  her  dedication 
to  teaching  and  her  demand  for  excellence.  Brooks  has  been  integral  in  the 
development  of  the  Virginia  Dental  Association's  Mission  of  Mercy  project. 
The  Virginia  program  has  provided  a  template  for  additional  MOM  programs 
throughout  the  nation.  She  also  is  an  active  member  in  the  regional,  state  and 
national  dental  societies. 

School    of    Medicine    Caravati    Service    Award: 
Michele  A.  Romano  '84MD'87HS  began  her  career  as  an  ICU  nurse 
before  attending  medical  school  and  completing  her  residency  training  at  the 
Department  of  Family  Medicine's  Fairfax  location.  She  is  currently  vice  rector 
of  the  VCU  Board  of  Visitors  and  has  also  been  called  upon  to  serve  on  the 
VCU  Health  System  Board  of  Directors.  In  addition,  she  has  served  on  the 
Medical  School  Advisory  Council,  the  School  of  Medicine's  National  Campaign 
Council  and  on  the  Alumni  Board  of  Directors  for  the  MCVAA's  Medical 
Division.  An  assistant  clinical  professor  in  the  medical  school's  Department  of 
Family  Practice  since  1991 ,  Romano  is  in  private  practice  in  family  medicine  in 
Northern  Virginia.  At  Inova  Fair  Oaks  Hospital  in  Fairfax,  she  served  as  chair  of 
the  Department  of  Family  Practice  for  three  years  and  on  the  Medical  Executive 
Committee  for  six. 


MCVAA    Hodges-Kay    Service    Award: 
George  W.  Burke  III  '70MD  is  a  past  president  of  the  MCV  Alumni 
Association  and  is  a  former  president  of  the  Richmond  Academy  of  Medicine. 
Burke,  who  is  in  private  practice  with  Pulmonary  Associates  of  Richmond  Inc. 
served  as  chair  of  the  School  of  Medicine's  Annual  Fund  and  served  on  the 
search  committees  that  hired  Dean  Jerome  Strauss  as  well  as  Dr.  Michael  Rao, 
the  new  university  president. 

School   of   Allied    Health    Professions 

Health    Administration    Outstanding    Alumnus    Award: 
R.  Timothy  Stack  '77MHA,  president  and  CEO  of  Piedmont  Health 
Care  in  Atlanta,  was  the  2008  recipient  of  the  VCU  School  of  Allied  Health's 
Department  of  Health  Administration's  Outstanding  Alumnus  Award.  Under  his 
leadership,  Piedmont  Fayette  Hospital  has  been  honored  as  one  of  the  nation's 
Top  100  Hospitals  for  four  years  in  a  row.  In  addition,  Piedmont  Hospital 
received  the  same  recognition  in  2005  and  2002.  Before  his  current  position, 
Stack  served  as  president  and  CEO  of  Borgess  Health  Alliance  in  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.  He  was  awarded  the  1987  Robert  S.  Hudgens  Award  from  the  American 
College  of  Health  Care  Executives  (ACHE)  and  is  an  ACHE  Fellow. 

School   of    Dentistry 

Dr.    Harry    Lyons   Outstanding    Dental   Alumnus   Award: 
John  Philips'  '69DDS  vision  and  generosity  were  instrumental  in  the 
establishment  of  the  centerpiece  of  the  VCU  School  of  Dentistry's  research 
efforts,  the  Philips  Institute,  where  faculty  and  students  are  involved  in  knowl- 
edge generation  related  to  oral  health  and  education.  As  the  institute  has 
developed  and  grown,  Philips  has  continued  sharing  his  leadership  by  serving 
on  the  Dean's  Board  of  Advisors  and  is  a  founding  member  of  the  Medallion 
Society.  His  generosity  to  the  school  continued  with  the  renovations  of  the 
Lyons  Building  Lobby,  which  houses  donor  boards  where  alumni  support  is 
prominently  displayed. 


Katherine  Bobbitt  '56BS/N  and  Joyce  Watkins  '59BS/N  enjoy  a 
good  laugh  during  the  River  Boat  Tour  at  Reunion  2009. 

School    of    Medicine    Outstanding    Alumnus    Award: 
James  H.  Meador-Woodruff  '84MD  is  the  Heman  E.  Drummond  profes- 
sor and  chair  at  the  University  of  Alabama  at  Birmingham,  having  been  named 
chair  of  UAB's  Department  of  Psychiatry  and  Behavioral  Neurobiology  in  2005. 
Before  that,  he  was  professor  and  vice  chair  of  psychiatry  at  the  University 
of  Michigan  and  a  research  professor  at  the  institution's  noted  Molecular  and 
Behavioral  Neuroscience  Institute.  He  is  a  national  authority  on  schizophrenia. 
His  investigations  into  the  neurochemical  circuitry  and  gene  expression  of 
schizophrenia  have  produced  findings  that  are  chronicled  in  more  than  145 
papers  in  peer-reviewed  journals.  In  addition,  he  serves  as  a  reviewer  for 
numerous  scientific  journals  and  is  on  the  editorial  boards  of  the  Journal  of 
Neural  Transmission,  BMC  Psychiatry  and  Schizophrenia  Research.  Last  year, 
Meador-Woodruff  was  named  the  editor-in-chief  of  Neuropsychopharmacology. 
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School    of    Medicine    Basic    Health 
Science   Outstanding   Alumnus  Award: 
Eugene  Medlock  '81  PhD  has  enjoyed  an 
extremely  successful  career  first  as  a  basic  scientist, 
involved  in  antibody  development  and  clinical  trials 
in  the  corporate  setting,  and  then  in  a  role  in  invest- 
ment management.   Medlock  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  more  than  a  dozen  similar  antibody 
programs  at  Amgen,  which  have  progressed  to  the 
investigational  new  drug  stage  of  development. 
Since  his  retirement  from  Amgen  in  2002,  Medlock 
has  used  his  biological  innovation  and  creativity  to 
influence  the  corporate  world,  serving  as  president 
and  founder  of  Medlock  Investments  Management 
Inc.  and  providing  consulting  services  to  the  biotech- 
nology arena.  He  has  also  helped  found  two  unique 
business  enterprises  focusing  on  entertainment  net- 
works and  golf  equipment  technology. 


Call    for    2010 
Nominations 

The  MCV  Alumni  Association  is 
currently  accepting  nominations 
for  the  2010  MCV  Campus  Alumni 
Awards  program.  Nominations 
are  available  online  at 
www.vcu-mcvalumni.org/iawards. 
Nomination  forms  can  also  be 
requested  by  contacting  the 
MCV  Alumni  Association  at 
(804)  828-3900  or  MCV-7799  or 
by  e  mailing  migreene@vcu.edu. 


School   of   Nursing    Outstanding 

Nurse   Practice   Award: 

Christi  H.  Adams  '88BS/N06MS/N  has 

worked  for  the  VCU  Medical  Center  for  more  than 
20  years  and  is  currently  working  in  the  STICU  as 
a  nurse  clinician.  Committed  to  improving  patient 
care,  Adams  led  the  STICU  in  drastically  reducing 
nosocomial  infections  and  piloted  a  study  related  to 
a  ventilated-acquired  pneumonia  protocol. 


School   of    Nursing    Outstanding 
Alumnus    Award:    In  1992,  Cindy  Munro 
92PhD/N'97Cert(NP)/N    completed  her  PhD 
at  the  VCU  School  of  Nursing  and  then  earned  a 
post-master's  adult  nurse  practitioner  certificate. 
Currently,  Munro  is  a  professor  in  the  VCU  School 
of  Nursing  Department  of  Adult  Health  and  Nursing 

Systems.  An  active  researcher,  Munro  is  studying  the  impact  of  oral  care  on  the 
prevention  of  ventilator-acquired  pneumonia  in  critically-ill  patients.  She  recently 
received  a  $1 .78  million  continuation  grant  from  the  National  Institute  of  Nursing 
Research  to  further  her  work. 


Deadline  for  all  nominations 
is  September  12,  2009. 


School   of    Pharmacy    Distinguished 
Alumnus   Award: 

Jennifer  H.  Edwards  '99PharmD  is  a  clini- 
cal pharmacist  for  CJW  Medical  Center  and  a  staff 
pharmacist  for  Walgreens  in  Richmond.  Since 
graduating,  she  has  worked  to  promote  pharmacy 
and  patient  care  on  the  local,  state  and  national 
level.  Having  developed  diabetes  and  immunization 
programs  at  Walgreens,  she  was  named  district 
diabetes  representative.  By  governor's  appoint- 
ment, she  serves  on  the  Virginia  Board  of  Pharmacy 
and  the  board  of  the  Virginia  Department  of  Health 
Professions.  She  was  the  only  appointed  pharmacy 
member  on  the  advisory  board  of  the  Prescription 
Monitoring  Program  in  its  infancy  and  is  on  the 
National  Association  of  Boards  of  Pharmacy's 
Committee  on  Law  Enforcement/Legislation.  In  2002,  the  Virginia  Pharmacists 
Association  named  Edwards  the  Pharmacists  Mutual  Distinguished  Young 
Pharmacist  of  the  Year. 

School    of    Pharmacy    Alumni    Service    Award: 
Bronwyn  McDaniels  Burnham  '89BS/P,  a  regional  support  pharmacist 
for  CVS/pharmacy  in  Kilmarnock,  Va.,  is  committed  to  representing  the  School 
of  Pharmacy  as  well  as  the  pharmacy  profession.  She  is  president  of  the 
Virginia  Pharmacists  Association  and  vice  president  of  the  Pharmacy  Division 
of  MCV  Alumni  Association.  Community  engagement  has  included  organizing 
health  fairs  for  the  American  Heart  Association  Heart  Walk,  doing  diabetes 
community  outreach  for  the  Jewish  Community  Center  and  participating  in  flu 
clinics  organized  by  CVS/pharmacy.  Burnham  also  has  served  as  president  of 
the  Richmond  Pharmacists  Association  and  as  deputy  director  for  the  Virginia 
Pharmacists  Association's  Region  F.  She  was  project  consultant  for  the  VPhA 
Research  and  Education  Foundation  2005  NCSPAE/Merck  Grant  Program, 
helping  pharmacy  professionals  prepare  for  and  evaluate  career  opportunities. 


June  Turnage  '59BS/N  and  Cynia  Katsorelos   58BS/N  celebrated 
at  Reunion  2009. 

School    of    Nursing    Outstanding    Service    Award: 
Vivian  H.  Bagby  '60StP'82BS/N'90MS(G)/AH  spent  more  than  10  years 
of  her  nursing  career  at  the  Veterans  Affairs  Medical  Center  in  Richmond. 
An  active  member  of  her  community,  she  is  the  pastoral  leader  of  the  Health 
Ministry  of  the  Metropolitan  African-American  Baptist  Church  in  Richmond. 
In  addition,  she  is  an  active  member  of  the  Greater  Richmond  Chapter  of  the 
Alzheimer's  Association,  serving  as  chair  of  the  African-American  Outreach 
Committee  and  a  member  of  the  Education  and  Public  Information  Committee. 


Pharmacy  students  and  alumni  gather  during  the  pharmacy 
block  party  Reunion  Weekend. 
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School    of    Medicine 


Seated  (left  to  right):  Drs.  Gilbert  H.  Bryson,  Morton  Bender,  William  D.  Deep,  James  R.  Leonard,  Ernest  L.  Clements,  John  F. 
Denton,  R.  William  McConnell,  John  D.  Millar 

Standing  (left  to  right):  Drs.  J.  Latane  Ware,  Reuben  H.  Broaddus  Jr.,  Charles  L.  Burns  Jr.,  Patrick  A.  Reardon,  James  L.  Gardner, 
Robert  L.  Putze,  L.  Arnold  Frederick,  Marlene  Boiling  Henley-Matthews,  Darrell  K.  Gilliam,  Walter  S.  Barton,  William  T.  Wilkins, 
Henry  M.  Snell,  George  M.  Hostetler,  Keith  W.  McNeer,  Charles  M.  Graham  Jr.,  William  L.  Bekenstein,  John  M.  Appling 
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School    of    Dentistry 

Seated  (left  to  right):  Drs.  P.  A. 
Brown,  Doug  Bruce,  Madison  Price, 
Emory  Thomas,  Jack  Menius,  W.W. 
Joness,  Anthony  Livingstone,  Charles 
Morton 

Standing  (left  to  right):  Drs.  John 
Kontapanos,  Martin  Damsky,  David 
Via,  Robert  Jordan  III,  James  Lewis, 
Stanley  Wellins,  Roy  Earp 


School    of    Pharmacy 

Seated  (left  to  right)  Mrs.  Betty 
Somerville  Taliaferro,  Mrs.  Cynthia 
Slavin  Becker,  Mrs.  Christine  Pippin 
Dunn,  Mrs.  Judy  Labson  Tomic 

Standing  (left  to  right):  Mr.  Robert 
K.  Marks,  Mr.  R.  Lee  Litchfield,  Mr. 
M.  Franklin  Jefferson,  Mr.  Forrest  R. 
Marshall  Jr.,  Mr.  George  Karos,  Mr. 
Carthan  F.  Currin  Jr. 
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School    of   Allied    Health    Professions 
Department    of    Clinical    Laboratory 
Sciences    (formerly    Medical   Technology) 

From  left  to  right:  Mrs.  Kay  C.  Powell,  Dean  Cecil 
Drain,  Mrs.  Josie  G.  Smith,  Mrs.  Janet  C.  Coon 


School    of    Nursing 

Front  row  (left  to  right):  Mrs.  Sada  C.  Buck,  Mrs.  Brenda  K.  Stubbs,  Mrs.  Ann  D.  Broaddus, 
Mrs.  Virginia  D.  Hall,  Mrs.  Betty  B.  West,  Mrs.  Joyce  G.  Watkins,  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Snedegar, 
Mrs.  Cathy  U.  Finke,  Mrs.  Mary  Lou  M.  Morrison,  Mrs.  Jacqueline  L.  Mardan,  Mrs.  Sylvia  W. 
Herweyer,  Mrs.  Susan  B.  Lilly,  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  N.  Sydnor 

Back  row  (left  to  right):  Ms.  Joanne  E.  Tocce,  Mrs.  E.  Ann  Harvey,  Mrs.  Helen  L.  Jenkins, 
Mrs.  Leah  C.  Hundley  Mrs.  Patricia  K.  Bloxom,  Mrs.  Doris  C.  Scott,  Mrs.  June  H.  Turnage, 
Mrs.  Frances  W.  Kay,  Ms.  Martha  C.  Bragg,  Mrs.  Wanda  S.  Russo,  Mrs.  Jessica  K.  Falkos,  Mrs. 
Shirley  F.  Wampler,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  Inge,  Mrs.  Patricia  H.  Flanigan,  Mrs.  Betty  B.  Ringley 


St.    Philip    School    of    Nursing 

Patsie  Amos  '59St.P 

receives  her  50  year  medallion 

during  Reunion  2009. 
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The  MCV  Campus: 
Ever  Evolving 


By    Wendy    M a t h  i  s    Parker 


You  have  been  invited  back  to  the  MCV  Campus  to  reunite  with 
fellow  classmates  and  you  have  finally  made  the  decision  -  it's  a  go. 
You  haven't  been  back  to  your  alma  mater  since  the  day  you  gradu- 
ated. It  might  be  20  or  30  years  since  you  last  crossed  the  campus 
to  class  or  to  the  Skull  and  Bones  Restaurant  for  a  break  with  class- 
mates. If  you're  concerned  about  recognizing  your  old  friends,  no 
problem,  nametags  will  help.  But  will  you  recognize  your  old 
stomping  grounds? 

As  far  as  the  Skull  and  Bones  -  it's  gone.  In  place  of  the  popular 
hangout  on  Marshall  Street  now  stands  the  Gateway  Building  link- 
ing Main  Hospital  and  the  Nelson  Clinic.  That  is  only  one  of  many 


New  Larrick  Student  Center 

changes  on  the  MCV  Campus.  Don't  worry,  maps  are  available  at 
the  MCV  Alumni  House  and  online  at  www.vcu.edu/maps  for 
navigating  unfamiliar  territory. 

Dean  Emeritus  of  Student  Affairs  Robert  Clifton,  EdD,  who 
frequently  leads  visitors  on  tours  of  the  campus,  points  out  that 
while  many  of  the  old  buildings  are  still  in  use,  some  have  been 
demolished  to  make  way  for  exciting  new  facilities  and  coveted 
pockets  of  green  space.  On  a  recent  tour,  he  highlighted  many 
of  the  changes  on  and  near  the  MCV  Campus. 


What's  Up?  What's  Down? 

The  MCV  Alumni  House  at  1016  E.  Clay  Street  is  the  logical  place 
to  pick  up  a  map  and  start  a  tour.  The  Greek  Revival  house  was  built 
in  1846  by  Socrates  Maupin,  MD,  a  founding  MCV  faculty  member. 
Maupin's  cousin,  Captain  Matthew  Fontaine  Maury,  carried  out  his 
historic  experimentation  of  underwater  mines  on  the  third  floor  in 
1861.  The  house  was  moved  across  the  street  from  its  former  loca- 
tion in  order  to  make  room  for  the  Ambulatory  Care  Center  and 
opened  in  its  current  location  in  1993.  According  to  Clifton,  the 
Alumni  House  incorporates  some  of  the  original  mantels,  staircases, 
windows  and  floors  from  the  Maupin  house. 

For  nostalgia's  sake,  revisit  the 
renowned  1844  Egyptian  Building  on 
Marshall  Street.  The  entire  school  was 
originally  contained  in  this  building. 
While  you're  there,  take  note  that  Dooley 
and  the  St.  Philip  Hospitals  have  been 
torn  down.  According  to  Clifton,  the 
Hermes  A.  Kontos  Medical  Sciences 
Building,  1217  E.  Marshall  Street,  "was 
built  right  on  the  same  spot  as  the  old  St. 
Philip  Hospital."  An  open  courtyard  now 
stretches  in  front  of  the  site  of  the  former 
Dooley  Hospital,  a  small  building  hous- 
ing the  pediatric  hospital.  Unbeknownst 
to  many,  beneath  the  brick  courtyard  is 
an  auditorium  connected  to  the  Kontos 
Medical  Sciences  Building. 
"The  old  Larrick  Student  Center,  built  for  the  Civil  War  centen- 
nial, is  gone,"  Clifton  says.  "It  was  turned  over  to  MCV  for  a  rec 
center  but  was  torn  down  last  year." 

Construction  of  the  new  Larrick  Student  Center,  a  31,000-square- 
foot  addition  to  the  Recreation  and  Aquatic  Center,  is  under  way  at 
10th  and  Turpin  streets.  It  will  include  new  dining  services,  student 
services,  meeting  space  and  additional  recreation  areas. 

The  MCV  Campus  bookstore  is  located  on  the  ground  level 
of  the  N  Deck  at  10th  and  East  Leigh  streets.  Stop  in  to  peruse  the 
latest  medical  textbooks  or  pick  up  a  campus  souvenir  or  perhaps 
a  sweatshirt  supporting  the  VCU  Rams.  A  new  childcare  center  is 
located  just  north  of  the  bookstore  at  607  N.  10th  Street.  The  old 
daycare  was  located  at  Ninth  and  Turpin  streets. 
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Over  at  1 1th  and  Clay  streets  is  the  Ambulatory  Care 
Center,  which  was  constructed  in  the  1990s,  Clifton  says. 
The  center  houses  ambulatory  surgery  services  and  outpa- 
tient treatment. 

Hospital  Hospitality  House,  at  Seventh  and  Marshall 
streets,  provides  lodging  for  visiting  families  of  out-of- 
town  patients  and  patients  requiring  long-term  treatment 
at  the  VCU  Medical  Center.  The  first  Hospitality  House 
was  located  in  the  Frances  H.  Ziegler  house,  a  small  brick 
building  on  Marshall  Street,  and  opened  to  guests  in 
1984.  Now,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  donors  and  vol- 
unteers, 7,000  guests  a  year  enjoy  the  home-away-from- 
home  in  the  eight-story  former  Downtowner  hotel. 

Today,  Theater  Row  houses  a  number  of  departments 
—  biostatistics,  occupational  therapy,  rehab  counseling 
and  the  Virginia  Center  on  Aging  —  on  different 
floors  of  the  building  just  east  of  National  Theater  at 
730  E.  Broad  Street. 

New  Neighbors 

While  on  Broad  Street,  you  will  note  many  other  changes 
close  to  the  MCV  Campus.  A  new  Federal  Courts 
Building  stands  at  Sixth  and  Broad.  The  old  Miller  and 
Rhoads  department  store  is  now  a  Hilton  Hotel,  and  the 
Thalhimer's  building  has  been  torn  down  to  make  room 
for  the  new  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts. 

The  Virginia  Biotechnology  Research  Park  is  home  to 
several  new  buildings  affiliated  with  VCU.  They  are  located  on  East 
Leigh,  Jackson  and  North  Fifth  streets. 

Major  Projects 

The  Gateway  Building,  considered  the  front  door  of  VCU  Medical 
Center,  opened  at  the  corner  of  12th  and  East  Marshall  Street  in 
January  2002.  The  215,900-square-foot  building  houses  a  state-of- 
the-art  imaging  center,  and  a  telemedicine  center  capable  of  linking 
with  physicians  around  the  world  and  treating  patients  remotely. 
The  Community  Health  Education  Center  (CHEC),  a  library 
resource  for  patients,  is  located  on  the  first  floor.  The  $59  million 
building  also  accommodates  endoscopy/bronchoscopy,  dialysis 
treatments,  outpatient  surgery,  the  Hume-Lee  Transplant  Center, 
a  blood  bank  and  the  nationally  recog- 
nized Pauley  Heart  Center. 

The  new  $17  million  School  of 
Nursing  Building,  1100  E.  Leigh 
Street,  opened  in  2007.  The  four-story, 
70,000-square-foot  facility  houses  class- 
rooms, faculty  offices,  a  150-seat  audito- 
rium, research  space,  student  study  areas 
and  training  space  for  simulating  hospital 
settings.  In  the  second-floor  Clinical 
Learning  Center,  students  get  hands-on 
experience  interacting  with  human- 
patient  simulators. 

An  80,000-square-foot  addition  to 
the  Massey  Cancer  Center  at  401  College 
Street  opened  in  2006.  The  $41.8  million 
Goodwin  Research  Laboratory  houses 
72  research  labs  and  a  two-level 
parking  deck. 

"The  Randolph  Minor  Building  was 
torn  down  to  accommodate  the  addition, 
Clifton  says. 


VCU  Molecular  Medicine  Research  Building 


A  campus  tour  would  not  be  complete  without  a  visit  to  the 
dynamic  new  Critical  Care  Hospital,  1213  E.  Clay  Street.  The 
state-of-the  art  facility  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Virginia,  devoted 
specifically  to  the  treatment  of  critically-ill  and  injured  patients  (see 
"Critical  Care  Hospital"  on  page  12). 

Hard  Hat  Area 

The  VCU  Molecular  Medicine  Research  Building  on  Broad  Street 
opened  in  April  and  provides  125,000  square  feet  of  research  space, 
connecting  floor-to-floor  to  the  Kontos  Medical  Sciences  Building. 
The  $71.5  million  research  facility  accommodates  48  principal  inves- 
tigators and  their  staffs. 

The  W.  Baxter  Perkinson  Jr.  Building  at  the  School  of  Dentistry 
on  Leigh  Street  is  under  construction.  The  54,000-square-foot 


W.  Baxter  Perkinson  Jr.  Building  at  the  School  of  Dentistry 
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facility  will  house  research,  clinic  and  teaching  space.  The  $19.7  mil- 
lion project  will  enable  expanded  patient  care  and  enrollment  in  the 
dental  and  dental  hygiene  degree  programs. 

On  tours,  Clifton  enjoys  recounting  the  lore  of  old  buildings  on 
the  expanding  campus,  but  he  makes  sure  to  take  visitors  to  a  few 
areas  of  green  space  tucked  away  like  precious  gems  throughout  the 
dense  campus.  (See  "Going  Green"  on  page  13.)  When  speculating 
on  where  any  future  campus  development  could  possibly  go,  Clifton 
has  one  short  answer  —  "Up." 


New  Critical  Care  Hospital,  1213  E.  Clay  St. 

Critical  Care  Hospital 

"Alumni  are  in  for  the  biggest  surprise,"  says  MCV  Hospitals  CEO 
John  Duval  of  prospective  visitors  to  the  new  $184  million  Critical 
Care  Hospital  that  opened  on  the  MCV  Campus  in  October  2008. 
"The  15-story,  367,000-square-foot  building  is  a  mastery  of  architec- 
ture and  thoughtful  clinical  design." 

Located  at  1213  E.  Clay  Street  behind  Main  Hospital,  the  tower- 
ing brick-and-glass  building  is  the  first  hospital  in  Virginia  dedicated 
solely  to  critically  ill  and  injured  patients. 

"The  facility  is,  by  its  very  nature,  a  smart  hospital,"  Duval  says. 
"When  planning  began  in  2003,  our  goal  was  to  create  a  hospital 
that  optimized  safety  to  patients  and  staff." 

To  build  the  most  efficient  state-of-the-art  hospital  devoted 
to  critical  care,  more  than  600  staff  members  -  from  doctors  and 
nurses  to  housekeepers  -  were  involved  in  the  design  process.  The 
result  is  a  232-bed  hospital  utilizing  the  most  advanced  technology, 
with  each  floor  devoted  to  a  special  area  of  medicine. 

"By  moving  the  private  to  semiprivate  room  ratio  from  30-70 
to  70-30,"  says  Duval,  "we  have  the  ability  to  reduce  the  number  of 
patient  infections  being  transmitted." 

In  addition,  an  entire  floor  can  be  transformed  into  an  isolation 
unit  in  the  event  of  a  pandemic,  he  says.  One  challenge,  however, 
in  moving  to  private-care  critical  rooms  was  ensuring  that  all  tech- 
nology would  be  available  to  medical  staff  for  ongoing  procedures. 
Through  innovative  and  smart  design,  the  challenge  was  met. 

"Every  room  has  the  capability  of  turning  into  a  dialysis  unit  if 
needed,"  says  Duval  of  the  250-square-foot  private  quarters. 

In  many  areas,  including  the  surgical  theaters,  moveable  head 
walls  can  transform  space.  Technical  equipment  no  longer  takes  up 
floor  space  but  is  readily  accessible  from  walls  and  ceilings,  allow- 
ing staff  360-degree  navigation  around  the  patient.  In  addition,  the 
building  supports  wireless  communications  for  clinical  systems  and 
computers  on  wheels  move  throughout  the  facility.  Medication  is 
efficiently  transported  in  secure  tubes  directly  from  the  central  phar- 
macy to  nursing  stations  on  each  floor. 


Looking  at  the  completed  Critical  Care  Hospital,  Duval  says  he 
feels  tremendous  pride  because  "it  is  the  manifestation  of  the  com- 
bined creativity  of  the  people  of  the  VCU  Medical  Center." 

In  years  to  come,  Duval  believes  the  "hospital  will  remain  mod- 
ern and  hopefully,"  he  adds,  "state  of  the  future  art." 

Treatment  Levels  -  From  the  Top 

•  Neuroscience  ICU  -  The  Harold  F.  Young  Neurosurgical  Center 
focuses  on  the  treatment  of  head  and  spinal  injuries  and  stroke. 

•  Cardiac  Surgery  and  Coronary  ICUs  -  The  VCU  Pauley  Heart 
Center  specializes  in  adult  and  pediatric  treatment  of  disease, 
congenital  conditions  and  transplants. 

•  Surgery  Trauma  ICU  -  More  than  1,400  patients  a  year  receive 
treatment  on  this  floor.  There  are  also  four  minor  procedure 
rooms.  The  unit  earned  the  2008  Beacon  Award  for  Critical 
Care  Excellence. 

•  Evan-Haynes  Burn  Unit  -  The  oldest  civilian  burn  center  contin- 
ues to  offer  specialized  care  for  inpatient  and  outpatient  treatment 
in  the  new  facility.  Hose  reels  with  water  purification  devices  for 
flushing  wounds  help  prevent  infection,  and  specialized  lighting 
facilitates  critical  care. 

•  Acute  Care  Surgery  -  Patients  recover  on  this  floor  from  all  types 
of  surgery,  including  general,  trauma,  plastic  and  reconstructive, 
oncological  and  vascular  surgeries,  as  well  as  organ  transplantation. 

•  Newborn  ICU  -  Private,  single-family  rooms  for  premature  or  crit- 
ically-ill infants  provide  a  nurturing  environment  for  tiny  patients 
and  room  for  their  families  for  overnight  stays.  Specialized  acousti- 
cal ceilings  and  floors  along  with  customized  lighting  minimize 
noise-  and  light-sensitivity  issues  for  newborns. 


A  typical  patient  room  in  the  new  Critical  Care  Hospital. 


•  Surgical  Suites  -  Ten  650-square-foot  operating 
theaters  outfitted  with  suspended  equipment  offer  staff 
optimum  freedom  of  movement  with  360-degree  access 
to  patients. 

•  Medical  Respiratory  ICU  -  Twenty  intensive-care  rooms 
and  eight  step-down  rooms  mean  that  patients  can  be 
treated  and  recover  on  the  same  floor,  minimizing  the 
chance  of  spreading  infection. 

•  Acute  Care  Medicine  -  Twenty-eight  rooms  with  spe- 
cially designed  ventilation  systems  to  prevent  cross  con- 
tamination of  airborne  particles  can  also  be  converted 
to  total  floor  isolation  in  the  event  of  a  pandemic. 

•  Acute  Care  Oncology  -  Twenty-eight  private  rooms 
are  available  for  patients  receiving  cancer  treatment 
coordinated  by  Massey  Cancer  Center  surgeons  and 
other  specialists. 

■  Concourse  -  This  area  features  glass  panels  with 
etched  images  of  historic  buildings  associated  with 
the  VCU  Medical  Center  and  has  a  gift  shop  and  board- 
room facilities. 


Going  Green 

Not  every  change  on  the  MCV  Campus  involves  bricks 

and  mortar.  Gardens  at  the  VCU  School  of  Nursing, 

next  to  Hunton  Student  Center  and  at  Massey  Cancer  Center  have 

enhanced  the  green  space  available  for  patients,  faculty, 

students,  staff  and  visitors  to  enjoy. 


Margaret  Newman  Patterson  Memorial  Garden 


School  of  Nursing  Garden 


The  School  of  Nursing  Garden 

Completed  last  fall,  the  School  of  Nursing  Garden  provides  a  wel- 
come respite  and  a  breath  of  fresh  air  from  the  surrounding  brick 
and  glass,  stone  and  steel  structures  at  the  northern  tip  of  the 
MCV  Campus,  high  above  the  bustling  traffic  on  Interstate  95.  The 
13,500-square-foot  garden  can  be  accessed  by  university  students, 
faculty  and  alumni  through  the  student  lounge  on  the  east  side  of 
the  new  School  of  Nursing  building,  1 100  E.  Leigh  Street. 


The  garden  is  planted  with  evergreens,  deciduous  trees,  shrubs 
and  flowering  perennials  that  offer  a  variety  of  colors  and  textures  as 
the  seasons  change,  says  James  Parrish,  director  of  development  for 
the  School  of  Nursing.  A  bubbling  brook 
fountain  and  a  refurbished  classical  foun- 
tain mimic  the  soothing  sounds  of  a 
natural  waterfall. 

"The  garden  has  a  lot  of  heritage  ele- 
ments in  it,"  Parrish  says.  "It  is  anchored 
by  actual  cornerstones  of  former  nursing 
school  buildings:  Randolph-Minor  Hall, 
named  for  Virginia  nursing  pioneers  Agnes 
Dillon  Randolph  and  Nannie  J.  Minor;  the 
original  Cabaniss  Hall,  named  for  Sadie 
Heath  Cabaniss,  the  first  superintendent  of 
the  school  and  considered  the  initiator  of 
professional  nursing  in  Virginia;  and  a  rep- 
lica of  the  cornerstone  from  St.  Philip  Hall, 
the  dormitory  for  African-American  nurs- 
ing students,  open  from  1920  to  1962." 

Nursing  students,  faculty  and  visitors 
can  relax  in  a  host  of  seating  areas  in 
the  garden. 

"There  are  tables  and  chairs  for  lunch 
breaks,  seating  around  the  fountain  and 
a  sitting  wall  at  the  back  of  the  garden," 
says  Parrish.  "The  space  is  ideal  for  special 
events  including  alumni  get-togethers." 
Funding  for  the  $200,000  garden  came  from  private  support, 
including  an  innovative  adopt-a-painting  campaign.  For  a  donation 
of  $1,000  or  more,  an  individual  was  able  to  "adopt"  a  painting  by 
artist  Baxter  Perkinson  '70DDS.  The  donor's  name  appears  on  a 
plaque  next  to  the  painting.  Perkinson  donated  123  watercolors 
to  adorn  the  new  building,  and  many  hang  near  the  garden  for  all 
to  enjoy. 

"The  garden  brings  a  sense  of  completeness  to  our  vision  of 
creating  artful  and  healing  spaces  and  places  in  the  new  building," 
says  Dean  Nancy  F.  Langston,  PhD,  RN. 
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Becky's  Garden,  Massey  Cancer  Center 


Margaret  Newman  Patterson 
Memorial  Garden, 
Hunton  Student  Center 

In  2006,  the  Margaret  Newman  Patterson 
Memorial  Garden  underwent  a  major 
facelift  to  coincide  with  the  completion  of 
the  renovation  of  Hunton  Student  Center. 
The  3,300-square-foot  garden,  located 
between  the  student  center  and  Sanger 
Hall,  was  established  in  1974  as  a  gift 
from  John  Patterson,  MD,  in  honor  of 
his  mother. 

The  garden  was  previously  walled 
in  and  because  Hunton  windows  were 
blocked,  there  was  no  view  of  the  court- 
yard from  the  student  center,  says  Tim 
Reed,  director  of  University  Student 
Commons  and  Activities.  Today,  the 
windows  are  open  to  the  garden,  and  the 
new  design  creates  a  far  more  open  and 
inviting  green  space.  Under  the  canopy  of 
the  long-standing  oak  trees,  lush  ground- 
cover  grows  among  the  colorful  blooming 
flowers,  azaleas  and  rhododendrons.  A 
graceful  cast-iron  fountain,  donated  by  the 

Class  of  2006  medical  students,  is  a  popular  feature  at  the  center  of 
the  garden. 

The  redesign  doubled  the  former  seating  capacity  with  teak 
and  iron  park  benches  in  the  garden,  along  with  terraced  pathways 
that  provide  informal  seating  and  gathering  spaces  for  students 
and  visitors. 

"Students  coming  to  Hunton  can  enjoy  the  cafeteria,  Hideaway 
Cafe  and  go  out  and  sit  in  the  garden,"  Reed  says.  "A  lot  of  doctors 
and  nurses  use  it,  too.  Even  with  students  gone  over  spring  break, 
the  garden  was  filled  with  people  out  in  their  scrubs  or  whites." 

The  energy  of  the  garden  changed  dramatically  upon  its  revamp, 
Reed  says. 

"It  has  a  whole  new  feel,"  he  says.  "Now  there  is  a  nice  symbiotic 
relationship  between  the  garden  and  Hunton  Center." 

And  the  revitalized  green  space  is  a  perfect  place  for  special  gath- 
erings year-round.  On  a  pretty  summer  day,  the  garden  has  played 
host  to  ice  cream  socials  and  music  events,  he  says.  In  December 
2007,  under  the  glow  of  the  candlelit  windows  of  Hunton  Student 
Center,  an  acapella  group  performed  holiday  songs  while  students 
sipped  hot  cider.  In  the  spring,  acoustic  trios  and  duets  were  per- 
formed during  lunch  hour  and  free  snacks  were  served. 

"We  liven  it  up,"  Reed  says.  "It's  one  of  the  very  few  green 
spaces  on  the  campus." 

Becky's  Garden,  Massey  Cancer  Center 

Becky's  Garden,  a  lovely  oasis  at  the  Goodwin  Research  Laboratory 
at  Massey  Cancer  Center,  bears  the  name  of  its  most  ardent  cham- 
pion —  Becky  Massey,  who  conceived  the  idea  of  a  "healing  garden" 
for  patients  in  2004.  A  member  of  the  cancer  center's  advisory  board 
and  a  patient  advocate,  Massey  is  the  daughter-in-law  of  William 
E.  Massey  Sr.,  whose  gift  in  the  1980s  funded  the  Massey  Cancer 
Center,  one  of  65  National  Cancer  Institute-designated  cancer 
centers  in  the  United  States. 

Following  in  her  father-in-law's  footsteps,  Massey  helped  raise 
funds  through  a  matching  grant  to  build  the  3,000-square-foot 
garden  at  College  and  Marshall  streets,  which  opened  in  May  2006. 


Massey  believes  in  the  healing  power  of  science,  along  with  the 
healing  power  of  nature  and  people. 

"It  has  been  proven  that  nature  plays  an  important  role  in  the 
healing  and  recovery  of  cancer  patients,"  she  says. 

With  that  premise  in  mind,  Massey,  a  certified  master  gardener, 
worked  with  "an  amazing  group  of  volunteers"  to  design  and  plant 
the  healing  garden.  Among  the  dogwoods,  redbuds,  evergreens  and 
camellias,  they  incorporated  plantings  with  anti-cancer  properties. 
For  example,  the  groundcover  Madagascar  periwinkle  is  used  in  the 
production  of  the  drug  vinblastine;  a  compound  from  the  bark  of 
the  yew  tree  is  used  in  developing  pacilitaxel;  and  autumn  crocus  is 
being  tested  for  use  in  the  treatment  of  leukemia. 

In  addition  to  the  level  and  raised  planting  beds  bordered  by 
Tennessee  limestone,  three  cascading  fountains  and  three  metal 
sculptures  grace  the  garden. 

"Patients  love  to  look  out  over  the  city  through  a  series  of 
bronze  screens,"  Massey  says. 

Designed  by  Allen  Jesse  of  Hanover,  Va.,  the  open  cutwork  in 
the  screens  replicates  nature  motifs  from  the  Egyptian  Building,  the 
first  medical  school  facility,  built  in  1844. 

In  pleasant  weather,  Becky's  Garden  is  filled  with  people  enjoy- 
ing their  brown-bag  lunches. 

"It's  a  wonderful  resource  meant  for  the  entire  campus  -  medi- 
cal students,  research  staff  and,  of  course,  patients,"  Massey  says. 
"It's  a  place  where  families  gather  while  patients  are  being  treated 
and  where  they  meet  with  physicians." 

Visitors  who  enjoy  the  sites  and  sounds  of  the  healing  garden 
might  be  unaware  that  it  flourishes  atop  a  parking  deck. 

"It  provides  a  green  space  in  the  midst  of  a  concrete  campus," 
Massey  says. 

Seeing  patients,  families  and  researchers  soaking  in  the  sights 
and  sounds  of  nature  in  Becky's  Garden  is  all  the  reward  volunteers 
need.  Massey  will  never  forget,  however,  a  special  acknowledgment 
she  received  when  a  cancer  patient  approached  her  in  the  garden 
and  said,  "Thank  you  for  giving  me  a  place  to  thank  God." 

Wendy  Mathis  Parker  '01MFA  is  a  newspaper  editor,  author,  theatre 
critic  and  playwright. 
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Bridging  t 

by  Giving  Back 


By    Joan    Tupponce 


Cathy  Howard,  PhD,  vice  provost  for  the 
Division  of  Community  Engagement 


The  students,  faculty  and  alumni  of 
Virginia  Commonwealth  University  and 
its  MCV  Campus  have  a  long  history  of 
reaching  out  to  the  community,  providing 
vital  services,  education  and  one-on-one 
consultations. 

"Community  engagement  has  been  part 
of  the  academic  mission  of  this  university 
from  the  beginning,"  says  Cathy  Howard, 
PhD,  vice  provost  for  the  Division  of 
Community  Engagement.  "We  now  have 
the  opportunity  to  educate  students  so  they 
understand  their  role  as  engaged  citizens  in 
their  communities  as  well  as  prepare  them 
for  a  career.  Regarding  the  faculty,  com- 
munity engagement  pushes  them  to  think 
about  how  their  discipline  and  expertise 
apply  to  community  needs." 

Without  the  assistance  and  insight  of  the  VCU  community,  area 
organizations,  such  as  the  Northern  Neck  Free  Health  Clinic  (NNFHC) 
might  have  never  opened  their  doors. 

Jean  Nelson  serves  as  the  executive 
director  of  the  Northern  Neck  clinic.  She's 
been  working  with  Richard  N.  Baylor 
'46MD  for  15  years  and  has  been  impressed 
by  his  devotion  to  providing  healthcare 
services  to  the  community. 

"I  can  truly  say  that  I  have  met  very 
few  individuals  who  grew  in  life  with  such 
grace,"  she  says. 

Baylor,  who  is  certified  by  the 
American  Board  of  Internal  Medicine 
and  is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  College 
of  Physicians,  has  received  numerous 
awards  for  his  community  service,  includ- 
ing the  2008  Medical  Society  of  Virginia 
Foundation  Salute  to  Service  Award 
for  Service  to  the  Uninsured  and  the 
Underserved.  On  March  9,  Baylor  also  was 

honored  with  the  2009  American  Medical  Association  Foundation 
Jack  B.  McConnell  MD  Award  for  Excellence  in  Volunteerism. 

He  began  his  community  service  after  retiring  from  private  prac- 
tice in  1989  and  moving  to  Kilmarnock,  Va.  Shortly  thereafter,  he 
became  president  of  the  Northern  Neck  Medical  Association.  One  of 
the  concerns  in  the  area  was  the  growing  number  of  people  without 
medical  insurance. 

"Many  of  the  people  there  are  fishermen  and  are  seasonal  work- 
ers," he  explains.  "They  have  no  medical  insurance." 


Richardson  Grinnan  '69MD  (left)  with  VCU 
Vice  President  Sheldon  M.  Retchin  MD  '79HS 


A  forum  to  discuss  healthcare  con- 
cerns resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  possibility  of  a 
free  clinic.  That  investigation  led  to  the 
creation  of  the  NNFHC  which  opened 
in  1993  in  a  small  mobile  trailer.  Today, 
the  Lancaster  County  clinic  is  housed  in 
a  10,500-square-foot  facility,  offering  full 
medical  services  as  well  as  a  dental  clinic 
with  six  dental  chairs. 

"Dental  students  from  the  MCV 
Campus  rotate  through  the  clinic," 
Baylor  says.  "Our  health  clinic  produced 
$5  million  of  medical-care  delivery  to  our 
citizens  in  2008." 

In  addition  to  serving  as  the  clinic's 
first  president,  Baylor  also  worked  pro 
bono  as  the  clinic's  medical  director  for  12 
years.  A  new  medical  director,  Richard  Bagnall  '98MD'01HS,  has 
now  been  hired  (see  sidebar  on  page  17). 

The  clinic's  statistics  underscore  the 
need.  From  the  time  the  clinic  opened  to 
the  end  of  2004,  it  had  more  than  36,500 
patient  visits,  filled  142,000  prescriptions 
and  clocked  in  1 14,000  hours  of 
volunteer  service. 

"Since  opening,  we  have  provided 
over  $30  million  of  healthcare  services," 
Baylor  says. 

Providing  this  type  of  community 
service  is  important  to  him. 

"In  my  case,  I  felt  like  it  was  payback," 
he  says.  "I  had  received  a  good  education, 
and  I  had  36  years  in  private  practice. 
I  think  community  service  should  be 
encouraged.  In  fact,  I'd  like  to  get  medical 
students  to  rotate  through  our  clinic." 

Richardson  Grinnan  '69MD  is  appre- 
ciative of  the  training  he  received  at  MCV 
and  thinks  that  it  prepared  him  for  his  work  helping  the  community 
as  chief  medical  officer  for  Blue  Cross  and  Blue  Shield  of  Virginia 
(now  Anthem). 

"My  role  was  to  create  some  avenue  to  work  with  physicians 
and  hospitals  to  achieve  a  common  good  for  the  community," 
he  explains. 

In  2008,  he  received  the  Medical  Society  of  Virginia  Foundation 
Salute  to  Service  Award  for  Service  on  Behalf  of  All  Virginians.  At 
Blue  Cross  and  Blue  Shield,  Grinnan  helped  create  the  first  preferred 
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provider  organization  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
He  served  on  several  Governors'  Commissions, 
including  Indigent  Care  and  Health  Care  for  All 
Virginians.  Grinnan  also  took  a  leading  role  in 
creating  VIPCS  (Virginians  Improving  Patient 
Care  &  Safety),  the  Quality-in-Sights  Hospital 
Incentive  Program  and  the  Save  Antibiotic 
Strength  Initiative  in  Virginia. 

Much  of  his  work  has  helped  improve 
patient  outcomes.  The  Quality-in-Sights  pro- 
gram rewards  hospitals  that  meet  nationally 
recognized  standards  for  taking  care  of  patients. 

"Hospital  safety  and  quality  standards  had 
to  be  met,"  he  says.  "We  wanted  to  make  sure 
that  hospitals  were  doing  this  in  a  manner  that 
was  appropriate." 

Throughout  his  career,  Grinnan  enjoyed 
working  on  initiatives  that  would  help  the 
community  in  general. 

"I  felt  privileged  to  go  to  medical  school," 
he  says.  "It  was  also  a  privilege  to  be  a  chief 
resident  and  receive  internal  medicine  training 
as  well  as  pulmonary  disease  training  at  MCV." 

Students  on  the  MCV  Campus  are  also 
active  in  the  community,  working  with  dozens  of  organizations. 
For  example,  each  year,  School  of  Dentistry  students  and  faculty 
participate  in  the  Mission  of  Mercy  initiative  sponsored  by  the 
Virginia  Dental  Association.  The  weekend  event,  which  is  held  in 
Wise  County,  Va.,  provides  free  dental  and  healthcare  services  to 
people  living  in  the  region. 

In  another  example,  School  of  Nursing  students  are  involved  in 
service-learning  initiatives  with  CrossOver  Health  Ministry,  one  of 
the  major  providers  of  primary  healthcare  services  to  the  growing 
Hispanic  community  in  the  Richmond  area. 

Likewise,  third-year  PharmD  student  Deanna  Flora,  2008-09 
student  body  president  for  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  believes  it's 
important  for  students  to  be  involved  with  the  community. 

"We  are  leaders  and  healthcare  professionals,"  she  says.  "It's  our 
duty  to  serve  others  in  need." 

Flora  has  participated  in  mission  trips  to  El  Salvador,  Honduras 
and  Wise,  Va.  She,  like  many  of  her  peers,  has  also  worked  with 
a  number  of  community-related  programs,  such  as  Operation 
Diabetes,  Operation  Immunization  and  Poison  Prevention  week. 

"The  students  in  the  School  of  Pharmacy  are  very  involved  in  the 
community  and  are  constantly  participating  in  projects  to  serve  the 


Deanna  Flora,  a  PharmD  student,  in 
Honduras  on  a  medical  mission  trip 


community,"  Flora  says.  "For  example,  phar- 
macy students  organize  and  implement  a  School 
of  Pharmacy  health  fair  each  spring.  They  are 
also  very  active  in  planning  and  participating  in 
the  MCV  Campus  health  fair  in  the  spring." 

Student  participation  in  these  types  of  proj- 
ects helps  raise  awareness  for  different  diseases 
as  well  as  brings  in  money  for  various  founda- 
tions. In  addition,  pharmacy  students  mentor 
high  school  students  about  career  choices. 

Flora  says  she  has  gained  a  great  deal  from 
working  with  the  community. 

"It  has  allowed  me  to  improve  my  clinical 
skills,  meet  new  people,  expand  my  education 
and  also  my  network.  Most  importantly,  I  enjoy 
serving  others  through  volunteering  in  the  com- 
munity and  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  give  back." 

As  an  urban  academic  institution,  VCU  and 
its  MCV  Campus  play  an  integral  part  in  the 
fabric  of  downtown  Richmond. 

"My  hope  is  VCU's  presence  will  not  only 

be  defined  by  the  number  of  buildings  that  are 

erected  but,  more  importantly,  by  the  depth  of 

our  engagement  with  the  communities  we  work 

with  and  support,"  says  Sheryl  Garland  '88MHA,  vice  president  of 


Sheryl  Garland  '88MHA,  vice  president  of  community  outreach 


Dianne  V.  Jewell  '03PhD(HSO)'08DPT,  assistant  professor  (on  right) 

community  outreach  for  the  VCU  Health  System  and  administrative 
director  of  the  VCU  Center  on  Health  Disparities.  "Faculty,  staff  and 
students  have  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  meaningful  activities 
that  build  bridges  between  the  campuses  and  the  community  that 
VCU  is  a  part  of." 

In  VCU2020,  the  university's  strategic  plan,  VCU  has  designated 
community  engagement  as  one  of  its  core  themes. 

"When  we  talk  about  community,  it's  wherever  VCU  has  a 
sustained  presence,"  says  Howard  of  the  community  engagement 
division.  "Successful  community  engagement  requires  the  willing- 
ness to  engage  in  long-term  partnerships.  We  see  our  community 
engagement  as  a  long-term  partnership." 

The  experience  that  students  gain  in  real-world  settings  is 
invaluable.  "The  agencies  and  people  that  are  willing  to  embrace 
VCU  students  and  provide  them  with  hands-on  experiences  in 
learning  about  the  importance  of  respecting  others,  understand- 
ing their  communities,  gaining  insight  into  societal  and  cultural 
issues  and  seeing  firsthand  many  of  the  health  disparities  issues  that 
affect  people  of  color  is  part  of  the  unique  community  classroom 
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Sheryl  Finucane  '91 
assistant  professor 


that  VCU  students  and  faculty  have  access  to," 
Garland  says. 

Dianne  V.  Jewell  '03PhD(HSO)'08DPT, 

assistant  professor  in  the  VCU  School  of  Allied 
Health  Professions  Department  of  Physical 
Therapy,  believes  that  the  university  has  an 
obligation  to  engage  students  and  staff  to  help 
the  community  thrive. 

"Specific  to  healthcare,  thousands  of  people 
in  the  Richmond  area  do  not  have  health 
insurance,  which  limits  their  access  to  needed 
services,"  she  says.  "Our  involvement  in  the 
community  allows  us  to  address  this  issue  in  a 
direct  way." 

Jewell  and  several  of  her  colleagues  have 
been  working  at  CrossOver  Health  Clinic  where 
all  of  their  patients  are  uninsured.  Jewell  got 
involved  with  the  clinic  in  March  2001. 

"I  learned  that  medical  students  volunteered 
at  the  clinic  and  wondered  if  our  PT  students 
might  also  have  the  same  opportunity,"  she 
says.  "I  thought  these  experiences  would  provide 
students  with  a  chance  to  interact  with  popula- 
tions they  might  not  see  during  their  regular 
clinical  rotations  and  to  be  creative  in  their  patient  management 
given  the  extreme  lack  of  resources  available." 

Jewell,  along  with  Assistant  Professor  Sheryl  Finucane 
'91PhD(A&PT),  perform  physical-therapy  assessments  of  patients 
referred  by  the  medical  staff.  Last  fall,  three  physical-therapy 
graduates  -  Andrea  Crabtree  '08DPT,  Rebecca  Smith  '08DPT  and 
Allison  Bailey  '08DPT  -  joined  Jewell  and  Finucane  in  their  work. 

"Their  participation  has  allowed  us  to  increase  the  number 
of  patients  we  see  at  the  Cowardin  Avenue  clinic  and  to  provide 
services  two  evenings  a  month  at  Crossover's  West  End  location," 
Jewell  says. 

During  her  time  at  CrossOver,  Jewell  has  learned  that  even  small 
contributions  make  a  big  difference. 

"The  patients  at  CrossOver  are  grateful  for  any  effort  you 
make  on  their  behalf,  even  if  it  doesn't  meet  all  of  their  needs,"  she 
explains.  "We  also  have  learned  how  to  ask  for  donations  of  time, 
services,  supplies,  etc.,  from  our  clinical  colleagues  in  the  commu- 
nity. In  essence,  we've  become  a  bridge  between  those  who  can't 
afford  PT  services  and  those  who  are  willing  to  provide  them  on  a 
charitable  basis." 

The  Physical  Therapy  Department  has  made  a  concentrated 
effort  to  help  the  community. 

"We  believe  service  learning  is  a  great  way  to  instill  a  sense  of 
civic  responsibility  and  advocacy  that  comes  with  being  a  physical- 
therapy  professional,"  Jewell  says.  "But  our  students  come  ready- 
made  for  these  experiences  as  many  of  them  have  a  track  record  of 
volunteering  during  their  undergraduate  careers.  They  understand 
that  they  are  part  of  the  resource  pool  at  VCU  and  want  to  spread 
the  wealth." 

When  it  comes  to  community  involvement,  Garland  cites 
Marian  Wright  Edelman  who  once  said,  "Service  is  the  rent  we  pay 
for  living.  It  is  the  very  purpose  of  life  and  not  something  you  do  in 
your  spare  time." 

"The  opportunities  afforded  to  VCU  students,"  Garland  says, 
"are  a  critical  part  of  the  educational  experience  in  this  urban  uni- 
versity and  one  of  the  unique  features  of  the  academic  life  at  VCU." 

Joan  Tupponce  is  an  award-winning  freelance  writer  in  Richmond. 


Picking  Up  the  Torch 
at  NNFHC 


Richard  Bagnall  '98MD'01HS  became  the  North- 
ern Neck  Free  Health  Clinic's  first  full-time  medical 
director  in  January.  He  moved  to  the  Northern  Neck 
eight  years  ago  with  his  wife  and  daughter  to  join 
White  Stone  Family  Practice  and  had  served  as  a 
volunteer  physician  at  the  clinic  as  well  as  on  its 
board  of  directors. 

Medicine  is  a  first  love  but  a  second  career  for 
Bagnall.  He  was  pre-med  as  an  undergraduate  at 
the  University  of  Virginia  but  chose  to  go  into  the 
ministry  after  graduation,  earning  a  master  of  divin- 
ity degree  at  St.  Marys  Seminary  and  University 
in  Baltimore  in  1981.  The  following  year,  he  was 
ordained  to  the  priesthood  by  the  Catholic  Diocese 
of  Richmond  and  served  churches  in  Petersburg, 
Norfolk  and  Richmond. 

But  Bagnall  continued  to  be  drawn  to  medicine, 
gravitating  to  hospitals  and  to  working  with  people 
who  were  ill.  After  leaving  active  ministry  in  1990,  he  became  director  of 
pastoral  care  at  Charter  Westbrook  Psychiatric  Hospital,  and  he  started  to 
think  again  about  going  to  medical  school. 
"The  dream  never  died,"  Bagnall  says. 

The  admissions  office  at  the  VCU  School  of  Medicine  and  other  people 
who  had  pursued  second  careers  helped  convince  him  that  it  wasn't  too 
late.  So  at  39,  he  went  back  to  school. 

There  were  some  challenges.  Learning  copious  amounts  of  new  infor- 
mation and  finding  the  stamina  to  pull  the  long  shifts  required  of  residents 
didn't  come  as  easily  as  it  might  have  if  he  had  been  in  his  20s,  he  says. 
But  Bagnall  also  had  some  advantages  because  of  his  experience. 

"I  had  worked  with  people  who  were  sick  or  dying,"  he  explains,  "and 
I  knew  how  to  deal  with  things  like  the  grief  of  a  spouse." 

Although  Bagnall  hadn't  been  planning  to  leave  his  practice,  the  oppor- 
tunity at  the  clinic  brought  with  it  many  creative  possibilities.  As  the  first  full- 
time  medical  director,  he  would  be  in  a  position  to  help  shape  the  clinic's 
operations,  establishing  practices  and  protocols  as  well  as  expanding  its 
operations.  And,  he  says,  the  clinic's  mission  was  a  good  fit  for  him. 

"I've  always  had  my  heart  in  treating  folks  who  did  not  have  a 
whole  lot." 


Richard  N.  Baylor  '46MD  and  Richard  Bagnall 
98MD01HS 
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Investing  in  Physician  Leadership 


By    Marcy    Horwitz 


A  sudden  influx  of  critically  injured 

patients,  an  event  beyond  a  hospital's 

control,  can  cause  an  emergency  room  to 

stop  accepting  new  patients.  But  can  other, 

more  easily  managed  factors  also  shut 

down  an  ER  to  new  patients?  If  so,  what 

operational  or  administrative  changes 

could  help  keep  the  ER  open? 

Physicians  participating  in  VCU's 

David  G.  Williamson  Jr.  Institute  for 

Healthcare  Leadership  are  tackling  issues 

just  like  that. 

"Our  goal  is  to  make  leaders  out 

of  physicians,"  says  Karen  N.  Swisher, 

MS,  JD,  director  of  the  institute  and 

professor  in  the  departments  of  Health 

Administration  and  Legal  Medicine. 
Founded  in  1987,  the  Williamson 

Institute  brings  together  academics, 

administrators,  researchers  and  clinicians 

to  provide  continuing  education,  both 

online  and  in  the  classroom,  for  midcareer 

healthcare  professionals.  Its  programs 

include  the  Executive  Fellowship  in  Patient 

Safety,  the  Fellowship  in  Health  Law  and  the  Fellowship  in  Disease 
Management.  Physician  leadership  training  is 
the  institute's  newest  endeavor.  In  May  2008,  24 
physician-leaders  graduated  from  the  program. 

Institute  alumnus  Jeffrey  A.  Green,  MD, 
typifies  the  program's  target  audience.  Green 
is  an  associate  professor  in  the  Department  of 
Anesthesiology  and  serves  in  a  variety  of  admin- 
istrative positions  at  the  VCU  Medical  Center. 
He  is  director  of  cardiothoracic  anesthesi- 

Jeffrey  A.  Green,  MD        ology,  assistant  medical  director  for 


Karen  N.  Swisher,  MS,  JD,  director  of  the 
institute  and  professor  in  the  departments  of 
Health  Administration  and  Legal  Medicine 


performance  improvement  and  is  involved 
in  the  medical  staff  peer-review  program. 
"My  goal  is  to  take  a  leadership  role  in 
the  institution,"  Green  says. 

The  executive  leadership  program  gives 
him  the  opportunity  to  develop  talents 
that  weren't  tackled  in  medical  school. 
"It  brings  different  skills  to  the  table  that 
enable  physicians  to  grow  into  leaders  on 
a  wider  scale  than  they're  used  to  in  their 
normal  practice,"  he  says. 

The  program  was  designed  with  the 
VCU  Medical  Center's  unique  leadership 
needs  in  mind.  To  Swisher,  the  need  for 
the  program  is  clear. 

"If  the  goal  of  the  VCU  Medical  Center 
is  to  select  and  mentor  future  department 
chairs  in  such  a  way  as  to  assure  these 
faculty  members'  success,  then  investment 
in  leadership  training  is  fundamental  to 
this  goal,"  she  says. 

The  nine-month  program  gives  fellows 
practical  information  on  leadership  theo- 
ries, specific  tools,  methodology,  training 
and  mentorship.  Classroom  training  is  supplemented  by  online 
Blackboard  sessions. 

Green,  also  a  graduate  of  Williamson  Institute  fellowships  in 
health  law  and  patient  safety,  says  the  combined  classroom- Black- 
board method  of  teaching  really  meets  his  busy  clinical  schedule  by 
providing  both  flexibility  and  access  to  faculty  at  all  times. 

The  leadership  program  is  organized  into  two  modules.  The  first 
module  consists  of  leadership,  team  building  and  organizational 
culture.  Fellows  learn  theory  and  practice  about  group  dynamics, 
mediation  skills  and  communication  skills. 
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Brian  J.  Kaplan,  MD 


In  the  business  skill  development  mod- 
ule, fellows  tackle  issues  such  as  financial 
management,  forecasting,  strategic  analy- 
sis, risk  management  and  patient  safety. 
Fellows  are  then  divided  into  teams,  each 
of  which  is  given  a  real-life,  patient-safety 
project  to  design,  budget  and  implement  at 
the  VCU  Medical  Center. 

The  program's  particular  strength, 
Swisher  says,  is  its  ability  to  use  problems 
that  have  occurred  at  other  hospitals  to 
help  the  fellows  develop  specific  skills.  By 
working  through  real-world  situations, 
fellows  learn  what  works  and  what  doesn't 
in  changing  hospital  culture. 

Brian  J.  Kaplan,  MD,  is  also  a  2008 
fellowship  program  graduate.  In  addition 
to  his  busy  practice  within  the  Department 
of  Surgery/Surgical  Oncology,  Kaplan  is 
program  director  for  the  general  surgery 
residency  program,  vice  chairman  of 
education  for  the  Department  of  Surgery 
and  chair  of  the  GME  Resident  Work 
Life  Committee. 

For  his  fellowship  project,  he  and  his  team  focused  on  an  issue 
that  has  been  of  concern  for  many  years:  the  effect  of  administrative 
changes  in  services  on  patient  safety. 

For  example,  in  compliance  with  a  recommendation  from  the 
Accreditation  Council  on  Graduate  Medical  Education,  the  VCU 
Medical  Center  has  limited  resident  work  hours  to  1 10  hours  per 
week.  This  change  requires  more  frequent  shift  changeovers,  Kaplan 
explains.  Many  problems  during  shift 
changeovers  can  be  traced  to  poor 
communication  between  incoming 
and  outgoing  residents. 

Kaplan's  team  looked  at  the 
ways  in  which  technology  could 
improve  patient  safety  during  these 
shift  transfers.  Their  recommenda- 
tion: Residents  should  use  hand-held 
devices,  such  as  PDAs,  to  help  man- 
age the  information  they  need 
during  changeovers. 

Renee  D.  Reid,  MD,  another 
graduate  of  both  patient  safety  and 
physician  leadership  fellowships,  was 
part  of  the  team  that  explored  the 
emergency-room  closure  issue.  She 
is  a  physician  in  the  VCU  Medical 
Center's  Emergency  Department, 

Pi 

Renee  D.  Reid,  MD 


the  quality-improvement  director  for  the 
department  and  an  assistant  professor. 

Reid  and  her  team  looked  at  non- 
medical factors  that  can  come  into  play  in 
closing  an  ER,  such  as  shortages  in  physi- 
cian coverage  because  of  reduced  resident 
hours,  a  lack  of  transport  staff  for  patients 
with  special  monitoring  needs  or  cleaning 
issues.  Her  team  came  up  with  a  number 
of  ways  to  evaluate  these  problems  and 
suggested  operational  changes  in  response. 

Kaplan,  Green  and  Reid  are  looking 
forward  to  the  day  when  their  projects  are 
finally  funded  and  implemented,  but  they 
know  that  system  change  is  complex  and 
doesn't  happen  overnight. 

"It's  not  as  easy  as  it  sounds,"  Reid 
says.  "It's  a  process.  An  entire  culture  has 
to  change." 

All  three  physicians  agree: 
Participation  in  the  Executive  Physician 
Leadership  Program  is  the  best  way  to 
prepare  for  a  future  in  medical  leadership. 
"I'm  getting  out  of  the  silo,"  Reid  says.  "I  see  myself  as  a  growing 
leader  now." 

For  more  information,  on  the  Williamson  Institute's  Executive 
Physician  Leadership  Fellowship  Program  and  other  fellowships, 
contact  Swisher  at  kswisher@vcu.edu  or  visit  the  Web  site  at 
www.had.vcu.edu/williamson. 
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Perry  &  Brenda  Stubbs: 

All  in  the  Family 


By    Sande    Snead 


When  Perry  R.  Stubbs  Jr.  '59DDS  graduated  from  MCV,  he  had 
no  trouble  finding  a  dental  assistant  even  for  the  remote  town  of 
Pearisburg  in  southwest  Virginia.  That's  because  his  wife,  Brenda 
Stubbs  '59BS/N,  graduated  from  the  MCV  School  of  Nursing  on  the 
same  day. 

"When  we  graduated  and  moved  to  Pearisburg,  I  checked  around 
at  the  hospital  for  a  job,  but  my  husband 
was  looking  for  somebody,  so  I  worked  for 
him  for  the  first  six  months  of  opening  his 
practice,"  says  Brenda. 

And  they  were  not  alone.  The  couple 
was  featured  in  a  1959  story  about  intra- 
mural marriage  and  work  in  the  Richmond 
Times-Dispatch  along  with  their  friends 
William  A.  Buck  Jr.  '59DDS,  a  dentist  who 
graduated  on  the  same  day  as  his  wife, 
"S.C."  Sada  Cox  '59BS/N,  who  also  helped 
her  husband  get  his  practice  started.  The 
story  included  five  nurses,  three  doctors 
and  two  dentists. 

The  couples  have  stayed  in  touch  over 
the  years.  Perry  and  Brenda  have  attended 
every  five-year  reunion  since  graduation. 
Their  50th  reunion  was  held  this  spring. 

"The  nursing  group  lived  in  Cabaniss 
Hall  then  moved  to  Randolph-Minor," 

recalls  Brenda.  "We  spent  four  years  together  studying  the  same  cur- 
riculum, taking  the  same  classes,  so  you  can  imagine  how  close  we 
were.  In  addition  to  the  couples  featured  in  the  newspaper,  some  of 
my  classmates  married  doctors  or  dentists  who  were  a  year  or  two 
before  or  behind  them." 

Although  Perry  and  Brenda  celebrated  their  50th  anniversary  and 
attended  their  50th  reunion,  some  of  their  other  classmates  have  not 
fared  as  well.  Dr.  Buck  is  in  ill  health  and  could  not  make  it  to  the 
reunion.  Most  of  the  other  men  featured  in  the  newspaper  article 
50  years  ago  have  passed  on. 


From  left  to  right:  Julia  '87DDS  and  Paul 
Stubbs  '87DDS  with  their  children  Jacob,  Luke 
and  Arron. 


While  together  at  MCV,  however,  the  doctors  and  nurses  got  into 
some  high  jinks. 

"In  1959  there  was  a  shortage  of  nurses,  so  dental  students  were 
recruited  to  fill  the  temporary  gap,  and  they  were  given  a  six-week 
orientation,"  Brenda  says.  "So,  for  the  rest  of  my  life  my  husband  has 
said  it  took  him  six  weeks  to  learn  nursing  and  it  took  me 
four  years! 

"Because  dental  students  were  serving 
as  nurses,  we  would  sign  off  on  the  doc- 
tors' orders  with  our  individual  signatures 
(P.  Stubbs  for  Perry  and  B.  Stubbs  for 
Brenda).  One  day,  my  husband  could  not 
decipher  the  doctor's  handwriting,  so  he 
left  a  sarcastic  note  under  the  order  and 
signed  it  P.  Stubbs.  When  I  came  on  duty 
I  was  confronted  with  a  rather  angry  doc 
who  wanted  to  know  what  I  thought  I 
was  doing  questioning  his  penmanship.  I 
explained  that  I  was  B.  Stubbs  and  that  it 
was  my  husband  who  had  left  the  note." 

Despite  pressure  to  wait  until  gradua- 
tion to  get  married,  Perry  and  Brenda  tied 
the  knot  beforehand. 

"Dean  Yingling  (Doris  Yingling,  PhD, 
dean  of  the  School  of  Nursing  at  the  time) 
wasn't  encouraging  to  married  couples 
and  wanted  us  to  wait  until  graduation.  When  she  learned  we  were 
married,  she  said:  'Don't  think  that  you  are  going  to  get  to  stay  in 
Richmond  just  because  you  are  married,'"  Brenda  says.  "In  fact,  she 
shipped  me  out  to  Mecklenburg  [for  the  two-month  public  health 
nursing  clinical  requirement],  which  is  a  very  rural  county  with  a 
small  population." 

Perry  and  Brenda  are  now  retired,  spending  half  of  their  time  in 
Pearisburg  and  half  in  their  snowbird  home  in  Cudjoe  Key,  Florida. 


SCARAB 


Brenda  '59BS/N  and  Perry  Stubbs  '59DDS  show  off  their 
pride  in  MCV  with  their  vanity  license  plates. 

However,  their  husband-wife  professional  partnership  and  the 
MCV  Campus  legacy  continue  with  their  son  Paul  '87DDS  and 
daughter-in-law  Julia  Schaaff  Stubbs  '87DDS.  The  two  took  over 
Perry's  dental  practice  on  January  1,  1991.  Brenda  and  Perry's 
daughter,  Jill,  also  went  into  the  medical  field.  She  has  a  master's  in 
physical  therapy  from  Emory  University. 

Perry  worked  with  his  son  for  a  bit  just  to  get  him  oriented,  then 
stepped  out  when  Julia  joined  the  practice.  Paul  grew  up  in  the  prac- 
tice and  many  of  his  father's  patients  from  the  early  '60s  are  still  with 
him.  In  those  days,  Perry's  office  was  above  a  drugstore,  and  patients 
still  talk  about  how  those  stairs  were  the  longest  flight  of  steps  of 
their  lives.  The  office  moved  in  1968,  and  Paul  and  Julia  are  in  the 
same  building  today. 

"One  of  the  reasons  I  knew  I  wanted  to  be  a  dentist  was  that 
I  worked  in  his  office  during  my  high  school  years  and  on  college 
breaks,"  Paul  says.  "When  I  graduated  from  dental  school,  I  thought 
I  knew  everything;  then  I  realized  I  didn't  know  anything." 

Paul  shares  some  of  his  unusual  cases  with  his  dad  and  talks  to 
him  about  the  newer  techniques,  but  Perry  is  officially  retired  now. 

"He  filled  in  at  other  dentists'  offices  for  a  while  when  the  doctors 
were  on  vacation,  but  he  gradually  let  it  go  completely,"  Brenda  says. 
"He's  very  gregarious  though  and  loves  to  go  to  the  grocery  store  and 
see  all  of  his  old  patients." 

This  year,  the  Christmas  cards  they  received  from  old  MCV 
friends  all  said:  "Can't  wait  to  see  you  at  the  reunion."  But  because 
they  graduated  on  the  same  day,  it  presented  a  dilemma: 

"He  wanted  to  go  to  my  reunion  events  and  I  wanted  to  go  to  his, 
but  they  were  at  the  same  time,"  says  Brenda.  "I  didn't  want  to  miss 
any  of  mine,  and  he  didn't  want  to  miss  any  of  his!" 

Sande  Snead  is  a  senior  account  executive  with  Pulsar  Advertising  and  a 
freelance  writer  in  Richmond. 


2009  MCVAA  Legacy  Scholar: 
Whitney  A.  Conroy 

First-year  pharmacy  student  Whitney  A.  Conroy  is  the  2009  recipient  of 
the  MCV  Alumni  Association  Legacy  Scholarship.  A  graduate  of  the 
College  of  William  and  Mary,  Conroy  has  demonstrated  leadership  skills 
and  a  commitment  to  service  through  her  academic  accomplishments  and 
her  work  as  a  volunteer.  The  MCV  Alumni  Association's  Legacy  Scholar- 
ship was  established  in  2006  to  recognize  and  reward  excellence  among 
direct  relatives  (children/stepchildren,  grandchildren/step-grandchildren) 
of  dues-paying  members  of  the  MCVAA.  Conroy's  mother,  Patricia  Smith 
Conroy,  RN,  is  a  1978  graduate  of  the  School  of  Nursing. 

Donna  Francioni-Proffitt,  assistant  professor  in  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy, describes  Conroy  as  a  motivated  and  enthusiastic  learner.  She  was 
awarded  two  merit-based  scholarships  as  an  undergraduate.  In  addition, 
she  has  volunteered  as  a  pharmacy  technician  at  a  free  health  clinic,  par- 
ticipated in  a  medical  mission  trip  after  Hurricane  Katrina  and  provided 
assistance  and  companionship  to  residents  of  retirement  and  nursing 
homes.  In  her  scholarship  essay,  Conroy  says  she  has  a  passion  for 
working  with  the  elderly  and  after  graduation  would  like  to  pursue  a 
residency  program  specializing  in  geriatrics. 

Cindy  Mclnteer,  her  former  employer  at  CVS/pharmacy  in  Lynchburg, 
says  Conroy  is  always  willing  to  work  "where  and  when  needed.  . .  .  There 
is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  she  is  one  who  will  continue  to  give  back  to  the 
community  when  she  becomes  a  pharmacist." 

MCV  Alumni  Association  Scholarship  Recipients  (2008  -  2009) 


Legacy  Scholarship: 

Hertzberg  Award: 

Shaia  Scholarship: 

Allied  Health: 

Basic  Health  Sciences: 

Dentistry: 

Dental  Hygiene: 

Medicine: 

Nursing: 

Pharmacy: 


Whitney  A.  Conroy 
Crystal  Shretha 
Adriana  Faulkner 
Timothy  Hudson 
Amanda  George 
Ashley  Dameron 
Brooke  Wilkins 
Katherine  Harding 
Kristin  Filler 
Melissa  Carroll 


The  2009  MCVAA  Legacy  Scholarship  was  presented  to  first-year  pharmacy 
student  Whitney  Conroy,  shown  here  with  her  parents,  Paul  and  Patricia 
Conroy  '78BS/N. 


The  End  of  an  Era: 


VCU's  Fourth  President  Retires 


Eugene  P.  Trani,  PhD,  retired  June  30  after  19  years  as  president 
of  Virginia  Commonwealth  University  and  president  and  chair  of 
VCU  Health  System.  He  remains  at  VCU  as  university  distinguished 
professor. 

"Dr.  Trani's  vision  and  leadership  have  carried  VCU  forward," 
says  Mary  Snyder  Shall  '91PhD/M-BH,  immediate  past-president 
of  the  MCV  Alumni  Association.  "Both  the  MCV  and  Monroe  Park 
Campuses  have  benefited  greatly  from  his  devotion  and  distin- 
guished tenure.  He  recognized  that  there  is  a  symbiotic  relationship 
between  the  university  and 
the  community  and  used 
that  relationship  to  build 
the  buildings  and  help  the 
community.  He  successfully 
communicated  this  need  to 
the  state  legislature  and  repre- 
sented the  university  well." 

As  president,  Dr.  Trani 
built  VCU  into  a  major  urban 
research  institution  and  the 
largest  university  in  Virginia, 
spearheading  an  investment  of 
more  than  $1.2  billion  in  the 
institution's  infrastructure. 
The  university's  strategic  plan, 
VCU  2020,  identifies  about 

$1  billion  in  capital  projects  currently  in  various  stages  of  comple- 
tion on  the  MCV  and  Monroe  Park  Campuses.  Highlights  include 
new  buildings  for  the  Schools  of  Nursing  and  Medicine,  the  Critical 
Care  Hospital,  and  the  Monroe  Park  Campus  Addition  with  new 
buildings  for  the  Schools  of  Business  and  Engineering  and  the  VCU 
Brandcenter,  as  well  as  a  parking  deck  and  residence  hall. 

The  VCU  Health  System  was  established  under  Dr.  Trani's 
leadership,  merging  the  clinical  activities  of  MCV  Hospitals,  MCV 
Physicians  and  the  VCU  School  of  Medicine.  The  health  system  has 
improved  access  to  its  physicians  and  services  by  creating  more  than 
a  dozen  satellite  primary-  and  specialty-care  facilities  throughout 
the  region.  In  partnership  with  community  physicians,  it  also  has 
reached  out  to  the  uninsured,  providing  them  with  cheaper  and 
more  effective  primary  care  through  Virginia  Coordinated  Care  for 
the  Uninsured. 

Other  accomplishments  during  Dr.  Trani's  tenure  include  the 
development  of  the  Biotech  Park,  VCU  Life  Sciences  and  the  School 
of  Engineering.  The  university's  research  enterprise  grew  from 
$90  million  in  sponsored  research  in  1997  to  nearly  $230  million 
in  2007.  Sixteen  university-wide  partnerships  were  developed,  most 
with  academic  medical  centers. 

Annual  private  giving  increased  from  an  average  of  $11  million 
a  year  during  the  1990s  to  an  average  of  $58  million  a  year  during 
the  past  seven  years.  In  addition,  VCU  has  experienced  a  200  per- 
cent increase  in  freshman  applications  since  fall  1998,  and  efforts  to 


improve  grades  and  retention  have  included  the  establishment  of  the 
University  College. 

Some  of  the  achievements  of  which  Dr.  Trani  is  proudest  involve 
collaboration  with  the  greater  community. 

"I  said  18  years  ago  that  community  partnerships  would  be  a 
hallmark  of  my  presidency,  and  I  am  very  proud  of  what  we  have 
achieved  together,  as  we  have  enhanced  both  the  student  experience 
at  VCU  and  the  economic  vitality  of  the  region,"  Dr.  Trani  said. 
In  1990,  he  established  the  Community  Service  Associates 
Program,  which  supports 
faculty  who  contribute  time 
working  directly  with  com- 
munity organizations  on 
projects  that  can  benefit  from 
'     faculty  expertise.  An  offshoot 

■  of  this  program  is  the  devel- 
opment of  service  learning 
for  students. 

■  "Dr.  Trani's  leadership 
I     has  been  nothing  short  of 
I     remarkable  for  the  uni- 
|     versity  and  the  Richmond 
I     area,"  VCU  Rector  Thomas 

Rosenthal  said.  "The  physical 
landscape  of  VCU  certainly 
has  spurred  redevelopment  in 
Richmond,  but  more  importantly,  VCU's  graduates  are  among  the 
most  sought  after  for  their  knowledge,  work  ethic  and  dedication  to 
community  service." 

Fund  established  in  Dr.  Trani's  honor 

The  Board  of  Visitors  has  established  the  VCU  Rector  and  Visitors 
Presidential  Legacy  Fund  to  honor  President  Eugene  P.  Trani,  PhD, 
and  to  provide  a  source  of  funding  for  future  VCU  presidents  to 
support  the  university's  mission  of  research,  teaching  and  service. 
To  accomplish  this  goal,  the  board  designated  four  areas  of  need 
that  the  money  from  this  fund  would  support:  student  scholarships, 
faculty  achievement,  community  outreach  and  university  initiatives. 

An  initial  $1  million  gift  from  Dianne  and  C.  Kenneth  Wright 
to  the  fund  created  the  Trani  Scholars,  which  awards  scholarships  to 
the  university's  top  students. 

"We  are  extremely  grateful  to  Dianne  and  Ken  Wright  for 
making  the  initial  gift  to  the  VCU  Rector  and  Visitors  Presidential 
Legacy  Fund,"  said  Anne  D.  Jacobson,  associate  vice  president  for 
advancement.  "I  am  certain  many  donors  will  wish  to  honor  Dr. 
Trani  upon  his  retirement,  and  this  fund  is  the  perfect  vehicle  to 
do  so.  We  hope  to  create  a  means  for  his  successors  to  carry  on  his 
legacy  of  great  leadership." 

To  make  a  gift  to  the  VCU  Rector  and  Visitors  Presidential  Legacy 
Fund,  contact  Anne  D.  Jacobson,  associate  vice  president  for  advance- 
ment, at  804-828-1223  or  adjacobson@vcu.edu. 


Scholarship  Gif 

Keeping  Dreams  Alive 


By    Melanie    I    Solaimani 


LTC  Timothy  Hudson  '08PhD(HRS)/HS  knows  his  path  to 
earning  a  doctorate  in  health  related  sciences  from  Virginia 
Commonwealth  University's  School  of  Allied  Health  Professions 
wasn't  exacdy  traditional.  As  an  active-duty  Army  nurse,  he 
studied  in  some  pretty  odd  situations: 

•  Fully  dressed  in  combat  equipment  and  a  parachute,  waiting 
to  start  an  airborne  operation  -  jumping  from  an  airplane  - 
in  Fort  Bragg,  N.C. 

•  In  an  airplane  during  the  30-  to  60-minute  flight  before 
a  jump. 

•  In  a  convoy  in  Iraq. 

•  Flying  from  Kuwait  to  Iraq,  from  Afghanistan  to  Iraq,  from 
Kuwait  to  the  United  States  and  during  numerous  flights 
within  Iraq  and  Afghanistan. 

•  In  a  bunker  in  Kandahar,  Afghanistan,  waiting  for  the  "all 
clear"  during  a  mortar  attack. 

•  In  a  forward  operating  base  a  stone's  throw  from  the 
Pakistan  border. 

"As  I  reflect  on  the  places  I  have  either  studied  material  or 
read  articles  during  the  program,  it  is  fairly  comical,"  says  13-year 
Army  vet  Hudson,  who  is  currendy  the  inpatient  nursing  section 
chief  and  nurse  manager  of  the  intensive  care  unit  at  Martin 
Army  Community  Hospital  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga. 

But  that  adaptability  was  one  of  the  factors  that  attracted 
Hudson  -  who  holds  a  bachelor's  in  nursing,  a  master's  in  health- 
care administration  and  a  master's  in  adult  education  -  to  the 
School  of  Allied  Health  Professions'  online  doctoral  program. 

"Knowing  I  would  be  unable  to  leave  full-time  employment 
with  the  military  was  the  largest  consideration.  I  needed  to  find 
a  program  that  was  flexible  enough  that  I  could  complete  while 
still  on  active  duty,"  he  says.  "The  next  concern  was  rigor.  Al- 
though there  are  numerous  online  doctorate  programs  available, 
I  still  wanted  a  traditional  brick-and-mortar,  reputable  school. 
VCU  is  well  known  on  a  number  of  fronts 

"Lastly,  it  didn't  hurt  when  I  found  out  that  Dr.  (Cecil)  Drain 
was  the  dean,  a  30-year  Army  Nurse  Corps  veteran.  That  is  what 
actually  sealed  it." 

Earning  a  scholarship  from  the  MCV  Alumni  Association 
helped,  too.  Hudson,  like  many  MCV  Campus  students,  was 
financing  his  own  education  while  providing  for  his  family 
of  five. 

"The  military  does  not  give  any  financial  assistance  for  doc- 
torate work  that  is  completed  on  a  service  member's  own  time.  I 
did  not  qualify  for  other  financial  assistance  and  had  to  manage 
the  full  cost  of  the  program,"  he  says.  "The  scholarship  assistance 
truly  helped  and  allowed  me  to  continue  my  studies." 


Napoleon  L.  Peoples,  associate  dean  of  student  affairs  for  the 
MCV  Campus,  stresses  the  need  for  donor-created  scholarship 
endowments,  especially  these  days. 

"With  the  economy  being  as  it  is,  scholarships  are  of  even 
more  value  in  terms  of  assisting  students  with  their  academic 
education.  As  we  continue  to  move  forward  in  making  VCU 
a  better  institution,  more  students  will  be  attracted  and  scholar- 
ships will  be  a  helpful  means  for  them  to  continue  their  educa- 
tion," he  says. 

The  MCV  Alumni  Association  provides  1 1  scholarships  an- 
nually, including  the  Hertzberg  Scholarship,  school-based  awards, 
the  Legacy  Scholarship  and  the  VCU  Acceleration  Program 
Scholarship,  to  students  on  the  MCV  Campus.  More  than  214 
scholarships  are  endowed  at  the  MCV  Foundation  to  support 
students  pursuing  degrees  on  the  MCV  Campus. 

While  the  economy  has  taken  a  toll  on  the  MCV  Foundation's 
investments  recendy,  donors  have  stepped  in  to  help. 

"Several  donors  of  endowed  funds  have  called  to  offer 
additional  cash  gifts  in  order  to  maintain  the  impact  of  our 
endowment,  thus  helping  to  keep  important  research  moving 
forward  or  making  sure  outstanding  graduate  students  can  stay 
on  campus  because  their  fellowship  will  not  have  to  be  cut,"  says 
William  P.  Kotti,  PhD,  president  of  the  MCV  Foundation.  "Such 
generosity  is  heartwarming  and  helps  me  maintain  a  smile 
during  these  otherwise  tough  times." 

For  Hudson,  having  a  scholarship  kept  him  on  track  to 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  Dean  Drain.  Although  he  has  had 
a  variety  of  amazing  experiences  while  in  the  Army  -  as  a  White 
House  nurse,  he  was  with  then-President  George  W.  Bush  in 
Florida  on  Sept.  11, 2001  -  Hudson  imagines  a  career  in  educa- 
tion after  retirement. 

"While  in  the  military,  I  would  like  to  command  a  variety  of 
organizations  from  hospitals  to  field  units.  The  ultimate  goal  is 
to  be  the  first  Army  nurse  to  command  a  Medical  Brigade,"  he 
says.  "After  retirement,  I  would  love  to  travel  the  Drain  Method  - 
he  doesn't  even  know  there  is  a  method  named  after  him!  - 
I  would  like  to  become  a  tenured  professor  within  a  health 
science  department." 

He  is  grateful  for  the  quality  education  he  received  from  VCU. 

"I  take  great  pride  in  my  degree  from  VCU.  I  got  out  of  the 
program  everything  I  could  have  expected  and  more." 

To  make  a  scholarship  gift,  contact  William  P.  Kotti,  president  of 
the  MCV  Foundation,  at  (804)  828-9734  or  wpkotti@vcu.edu. 

Melanie  Irvin  Solaimani  is  director  of  Advancement  Communica- 
tions at  VCU 


The  World...     ^ 

brought  to  you  by  the 
MCV  Alumni  Association. 


jLxJxJlJ  and xj^w Travel  Destinations 


2009  Trips 

Sept.  20-28  Swiss  Alps  and  Italian  Lakes 

Oct.  4-14  Budapest,  Vienna,  and  Prague  Discovery 

Oct.  17-25  Italian  Riviera 

Oct.  28-Nov.  10  Aegean  Adventures  Cruise 

Nov.  27-Dec.  5  Austrian  Holiday  Markets  Discovery 


2010  Trips 
Feb.  8-18 
Mar.  19-27 
Apr.  20-29 


Peru 
Monumental  Rome 
Treasures  of  Morocco 


Apr.  30-May  10 
Apr.  30-May  8 
May  18-26 
June  9-20 
June  15-30 
Aug.  25-Sept.  3 
Aug.  6-14 
Sept.  15-23 
Aug.  29-Sept.  22 
Oct.  17-30 
Sept.  5-13 
Nov.  29-Dec.  7 


Sicily 
Holland  and  Belgium  River  Life  Cruise 

Provence 

Italian  Lakes  and  Dalmation  Coast 

Scandinavian  and  Russian  Splendors  Cruise 

Canadian  Maritimes 

Paris  and  London  (via  Eurostar  train) 

Tuscany  -  Cortona 

Grand  Journey  Around  the  World 

Mediterranean  Inspiration  Cruise 
Ancient  Greece  and  Turkey  Island  Life  Cruise 
Holiday  Markets  on  the  Danube 
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For  more  information  call 
(804)  828-3900  or  (800)  MCV-7799 
or  visit  our  website  at 


www.vcu-mcvalumni.org/mcvaa 


MCV    Campus   adds   two   historic 
markers  As  part  of  the  university's  40th 
Anniversary  celebration,  two  historic  mark- 
ers commemorating  the  history  of  the  St. 
Philip  School  of  Nursing  and  the  birthplace 
of  cardiac  transplantation  were  dedicated  on 
the  MCV  Campus  on  Oct.  22.  During  the 
era  of  racial  segregation,  MCV  established 
the  St.  Philip  School  of  Nursing  for  African- 
American  women.  It  operated  from  1920 
until  September  1962,  when  the  last  of  its  688 
graduates  received  their  nursing  diplomas. 
Five  years  earlier,  in  1957,  the  MCV  School  of 
Nursing  admitted  its  first  African-American 
student.  The  cardiac  transplantation  marker 
commemorates  the  pioneering  basic,  clinical 
and  translational  research  that  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  successful  cardiac  transplantation. 

VCUHS     STILL     TOPS     FOR     PATIENTS     & 

working   mothers   In  September,  the 
VCU  Health  System  received  a  Consumer 
Choice  Award  for  providing  quality  health- 
care services.  This  is  the  sixth  time  the  health 
system  has  received  the  award.  The  National 
Research  Corporation  announced  the  award 
after  compiling  the  results  of  the  company's 
annual  Healthcare  Market  Guide  Study, 
which  measures  consumer  perceptions  of 
overall  quality  and  reputation. 

"We  are  gratified  to  know  that  our 
patients  and  their  families  appreciate  our 
dedication  to  the  highest  standards  of  patient 
care,"  says  Sheldon  Retchin,  MD,  VCU 
Health  System  CEO  and  vice  president  for 
VCU  Health  Sciences.  "This  and  our  previous 
five  Consumer  Choice  awards  demonstrate 
that  our  commitment  to  quality  healthcare  is 
consistent  and  ongoing." 

Also  in  September,  Working  Mother  mag- 
azine named  VCUHS  one  of  the  nation's  100 
best  companies  of  2008  for  working  mothers, 
marking  the  fourth  time  the  health  system 
has  received  the  honor.  VCUHS  gained  rec- 
ognition for  several  initiatives,  including  the 
region's  first  on-site  adult  daycare  program,  a 
postpartum  doula  program  to  ease  the  transi- 
tion of  bringing  a  new  baby  into  the  family, 
tuition  waivers  for  staff  and  their  dependents 
and  an  employer-assisted  housing  program. 

"It  is  always  an  honor  to  be  recognized 
for  the  family-friendly  policies  that  we  have 
in  place  to  ensure  our  employees  know  they 
are  valued  and  that  we  want  to  help  them 
achieve  a  work-life  balance  that  contributes 
to  their  well-being,"  Retchin  says. 

NCQA    honors   Virginia   Premier 
Health   Plan   initiative  The  full-service 
Medicaid  HMO  owned  by  the  VCU  Health 
System  has  been  awarded  the  Recognizing 
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Innovation  in  Multicultural  Health  Care 
Award  by  the  National  Committee  for 
Quality  Assurance  for  efforts  to  reach  across 
cultural  and  language  barriers  to  provide 
health-plan  members  in  Virginia  with  servic- 
es that  meet  their  unique  needs.  For  example 
to  reduce  disparities  and  barriers  to  breast- 
feeding, Virginia  Premier  collabo- 
rated with  the  Virginia  Department 
of  Medical  Assistance  Services  and 
other  community  agencies. 

"As  a  result  of  this  multifaceted 
initiative,  breastfeeding  rates  among 
African-American  members  in  the 
pilot-program  area  increased  from 
22  percent  to  51  percent,"  says 
Linda  Hines,  Virginia  Premier  vice 
president  for  medical  management.      Linda 

VCUHS    combats    spread    of 
HIV/AIDS    with    poetry    &    music 

"Living  with  It,"  a  CD  produced  by  the  Arts 
in  Healthcare  program  at  the  VCU  Health 
System,  features  the  poetry  of  HIV/AIDS 
patients  set  to  music  produced  by  profes- 
sional musicians  in  the  Richmond  area. 
The  project  is  designed  to  raise  awareness 
of  HIV/ AIDS,  particularly  in  the  African- 
American  community,  and  to  serve  as  a 
powerful  tool  of  preventive 
education. 

"By  presenting  personal 
testimonies  in  this  unique 
format,  we  can  work  to  reach 
a  younger  generation  about 
HIV/ AIDS  and  its  dangers," 
says  P.  Muzi  Branch,  direc- 
tor of  the  VCUHS  Arts  in 
Healthcare  program.  "This 
CD  will  appeal  to  those  who 
look  to  soul  music,  hip-hop, 
spoken  word  and  jazz  as 
sources  of  information  and 
inspiration." 

To  order  call  VCUHS  Arts  in  Healthcare 
at  804-828-4706. 

Cardiovascular   care   ranked   by 
Reuters   VCU  Medical  Center  has  been 
identified  as  one  of  the  top  100  US  hospitals 
that  set  the  nation's  benchmarks  for  car- 
diovascular care,  according  to  a  Thomson 
Reuters  study.  It  is  one  of  only  two  Virginia 
hospitals  named  in  the  study.  The  annual 
study  examined  the  performance  of  nearly 
1,000  hospitals  by  analyzing  clinical  outcomes 
for  patients  diagnosed  with  heart  failure  and 
heart  attacks  and  for  those  who  received 
coronary  bypass  surgery  and  angioplasties. 


First   Carolyn    McCue   Woman 
Cardiologist   of   the    Year    Award 

Noel  Bairey  Merz,  MD,  a  nationally  recog- 
nized authority  on  preventive  cardiology  and 
women's  heart  health,  has  taken  the  honor, 
presented  by  the  VCU  Pauley  Heart  Center. 
Merz  holds  the  Women's  Guild  Endowed 
Chair  in  Women's  Health  and  is 
director  of  the  Women's  Heart 
Center,  director  of  the  Preventive 
and  Rehabilitative  Cardiac  Center 
and  professor  of  medicine  at  Cedars- 
Sinai  Medical  Center  in  Los  Angeles. 

"She  is  a  trailblazer,  a  prolific 
researcher,  an  inspiring  educator 
and  mentor  and  a  very  fine  cardi- 
ologist. Her  groundbreaking  work 
,s  in  both  preventive  cardiology  and 

women's  heart  health  has  advanced 
our  knowledge  base  and  given  seri- 
ous momentum  to  these  critically  important 
areas  of  our  field.  I  can't  think  of  a  better 
role  model  for  young  women  considering 
cardiology  careers,"  says  George  W.  Vetrovec, 
MD,  chair  of  the  VCU  School  of  Medicine's 
Division  of  Cardiology. 

VCU    Pauley    Heart   Center    first 
in    US   to   use   intracardiac    ultra- 
sound  Traditionally,  ultrasound  imaging 
of  the  heart  is  done  outside 
the  chest  with  a  probe  and 
requires  a  large,  heavy 
machine  that  cannot  be 
moved  easily.  Intracardiac 
ultrasound  uses  a  special 
catheter  that  is  laced  through 
a  blood  vessel  in  the  leg  and 
advanced  into  the  heart. 
The  equipment  produces 
enhanced  imaging  of  the 
heart,  allowing  cardiac  elec- 
trophysiologists  to  better 
diagnose  and  treat  atrial  fibrillation. 

VCU    Medical   Center   studying   new 
TBI  therapy  One  of  the  only  programs  of 
its  kind  in  the  country,  the  First  Steps  Acute 
Neurobehavioral  and  Cognitive  Intervention 
program  is  a  neurobehavioral  intervention 
for  patients  with  traumatic  brain  injury  dur- 
ing the  acute  phase  of  their  recovery.  There 
are  10  sessions  and  each  address  a  common, 
post-injury  challenge.  Topics  include  estab- 
lishing orientation  and  awareness;  improving 
attention  and  memory;  managing  strong 
and  fluctuating  emotions;  staying  positive; 
preparing  for  discharge  and  community 
re-entry;  and  knowing  about  community- 
based  brain  injury  resources  such  as  the  Brain 
Injury  Association  of  Virginia,  clubhouses, 


Got  an  itch  to  get 
another  degree, 
broaden  your 
knowledge  or  expand 
your  career  options? 


id  out  what  opportunities  await  you  at 
nbers  for  each  program  are  listed  belov 


School  of  Allied  Health  Professions 
Health  Administration 
828-9466 

Clinical  Laboratory  Sciences 
828-9469 

Occupational  Therapy 
828-2219 
Physical  Therapy 
828-0234 

Radiation  Sciences 
828-9104 
Gerontology 
828-1565 

Patient  Counseling 
828-0540 


Rehabilitation  Coun 
828-1132 


chool  of  Dentistry 


Continuing  Education 
828-0869 
Dental  Hygiene 
828-9096 

School  of  Medicine 
Admissions  Office 
828-9629 


Continuing  Medical  Educatic 
828-3640 


Admissions  Office 


Graduate  Progr 
828-3474 


828-3000 

Graduate  Programs 
828-3819 

Continuing  Education 
828-3003 


(Monroe  Park  Campus) 

828-1222 
Office  of  Graduate  Admissions 
(Monroe  Park  Campus) 

828-6916 
MCV  Campus  Records  and  Registration 


camps,  survivor  support  networks  and 
family  support. 

VCU     RECOGNIZED     FOR     COMMUNITY 

service  The  Corporation  for  National 
and  Community  Service  named  VCU  to 
the  2008  President's  Higher  Education 
Community  Service  Honor  Roll.  The  honor 
roll  was  launched  in  2006  and  is  the  highest 
federal  recognition  colleges  and  universities 
can  achieve  for  service  learning  and  civic 
engagement.  VCU  students  contributed  an 
estimated  282,993  hours  of  community  ser- 
vice in  2007-2008  through  service-learning 
classes,  service  projects  of  student  organiza- 
tions and  individual  volunteering.  At  the  cur 
rent  Virginia  minimum-wage  rate  of  $6.55, 
this  number  of  hours  translates  into  almost 
$2  million  of  donated  service  to  the  com- 
munity (see  "Bridging  the  Gap"  on 
page  15). 

nann   recognizes 
Jacqueline    McGrath,    PhD 

An  associate  professor  of  Family  and 

Community  Health  Nursing  in  the 

VCU  School  of  Nursing,  McGrath 

received  the  Distinguished  Service  in 

Neonatal  Nursing  Award  from  the 

National  Association  of  Neonatal 

Nurses  for  her  leadership  role  in 

the  development  of  the  advanced 

competency  in  developmental 

care  credential,  now  being  offered  by  NANN. 

Joseph    Ornato,    DID,    new 
member  of  IOM   Election  to  the 
Institute  of  Medicine  of  the  National 
Academies  is  considered  one  of  the 
highest  honors  in  the  fields  of  health 
and  medicine  and  recognizes  indi- 
viduals who  have  demonstrated  out- 
standing professional  achievement 
and  commitment  to  service. 
rnato  md  «Tne  Tnstitute  0f  Medicine's 

deliberations  and  recom- 
mendations on  health 
issues  are  pivotal  to  shaping  nation- 
al healthcare,"  says  Ornato,  profes- 
sor and  chair  of  VCU's  Department 
of  Emergency  Medicine.  "It  is  truly 
an  honor  to  be  elected  to  this  pres- 
tigious organization." 

ASAHP    honors    Cecil    Drain, 

PhD  The  dean  of  VCU's  School  of 

Allied  Health  Professions  received 

the  Darrell  Mase  Presidential  Award  from 

the  Association  of  Schools  of  Allied  Health 

Professions  for  dedication  to  maintaining  the 

qualities  of  excellence  that  characterize  a  truly 

professional  organization. 

"I  am  really  pleased  to  receive  this  award 
and  to  represent  VCU  and  our  highly  ranked 
school,"  Drain  says.  "I  am  truly  in  shock. 
This  award  is  a  lifelong  achievement." 

Drain  began  his  career  in  the  U.S. 
Army,  where  he  served  for  27  years.  A  chief 
nurse  anesthetist,  Drain  retired  in  1993  as 
a  colonel.  He  has  written  multiple  books, 


including  the  first  edition  of  "The  Recovery 
Room,"  a  highly  regarded  resource  for  post- 
anesthesia nursing.  The  fifth  edition  of  his 
book  "Perianesthesia  Nursing:  A  Critical  Care 
Approach"  won  the  2008  American  Journal 
of  Nursing  Book  of  the  Year  Award  in  the 
area  of  Advanced  Practice  Nursing.  He  has 
been  dean  of  the  School  of  Allied  Health 
Professions  since  1997. 

D.    Patricia    Gray,    RN,    PhD, 
receives   CANS   award   Chair  of  the 
Department  of  Adult  Health  and  Nursing 
Systems  at  the  VCU  School  of  Nursing,  Gray 
was  presented  the  2008  Council  Service 
Award  for  her  contributions  to  the  Council 
for  the  Advancement  of  Nursing  Science, 
the  open  membership  arm  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Nursing. 


Michael    D.    Fallacaro    is 
AANA    Researcher   of   the 
Year  The  American  Association 
of  Nurse  Anesthetists  Foundation 
honored  Fallacaro,  chair  of  the  VCU 
Department  of  Nurse  Anesthesia, 
with  the  2008  award  for  his  signifi- 
cant contributions  to  the  practice  of 
anesthesia  through  scholarship. 


Michael  D.  Fallacaro 


VCU    part   of    nation- 
wide    GENOMICS     RESEARCH 

course  The  Howard  Hughes  Medical 
Institute  Science  Education  Alliance  has  cho- 
sen VCU  as  one  of  24  colleges  and  universi- 
ties to  participate  in  a  nationwide  genomics 
research  course  for  freshman  students.  The 
project,  the  National  Genomics  Research 
Initiative,  is  a  two-part,  yearlong  research 
course  designed  to  enable  students  to  con- 
tribute to  a  nationwide  research  study  and  to 
help  prepare  them  for  careers  in  science.  In 
fall  2009,  about  20  freshmen  at  VCU  will  be 
led  through  a  two-semester  research  project 
investigating  bacterial  viruses  called  phage. 
Given  the  diversity  of  phage,  each 
one  is  almost  certain  to  be  unique, 
so  the  students  will  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  name  their  newly  identified 
life-form. 

Ed    Karoos    authors    "Zen 
Master    Next    Door"    The 

book,  by  the  School  of  Dentistry's 
director  of  development,  is  full  of 
stories  that  encourage  the  reader  to 
stop,  listen  and  capture  the  sacred  in 

the  ordinary.  Learn 

more  about  the 

publication  at  www. 

edwardgkardos. 

com/nextdoor/. 
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MCV  Foundation:  View  from  the  Chair 


John  C.  Doswell  II  '79DDS  has  a  long  and 
active  association  with  the  MCV  Campus.  Recently, 
he  was  elected  chair  of  the  MCV  Foundation,  the 
privately  governed  nonprofit  corporation  whose 
mission  is  to  support  the  MCV  Campus  of  Virginia 
Commonwealth  University.  Following  is  our 
interview  with  Dr.  Doswell. 

You  have  been  involved  with  the  MCV  Campus  in  one  way 
or  another  ever  since  you  were  in  dental  school.  Why? 

To  me,  it  was  and  is  a  given.  I  have  enjoyed  all  of  the  benefits  of 
the  great  education  I  received  at  the  School  of 
Dentistry,  and  through  the  MCV  Campus,  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  to  interact  with  won- 
derful, dedicated  people,  many  of  whom  are 
philanthropists  that  have  made  a  tremendous 
difference  through  their  gifts.  Being  involved 
with  an  institution  that  has  done  so  much  for 
me,  and  with  people  I  admire  and  respect  is  not 
a  sacrifice,  it's  fun. 

If  you  could  give  me  several  adjectives  to 
describe  the  MCV  Campus,  what  would 
they  be? 

It's  hard  to  limit  it  to  just  a  few,  but  what  first 
comes  to  mind  is  dynamic,  energetic  and  in- 
novative. There  is  a  vitality  that  extends 
through  the  entire  campus  population — stu- 
dents and  faculty,  alumni  and  administrators.  It 
is  a  collective  energy  and  I  think  it  comes  from 
having  all  the  right  ingredients:  an  illustrious 
past,  an  exciting  present  and  a  future  full  of 
possibilities.  There  is  a  sense  of  common  purpose  and  a  commit- 
ment to  quality  in  scholarship,  in  biomedical  research  and  in  clin- 
ical care  that  pervades  the  campus.  It  is  exhilarating,  a  wonderful 
thing  to  be  part  of. 

VCU  is  entering  into  a  new  era  with  the  appointment  of  Dr. 
Michael  Rao  as  its  next  president.  How  would  you  charac- 
terize his  leadership  style? 

Dr.  Rao  brings  a  wealth  of  knowledge,  experience  and  enthusiasm 
to  VCU.  I  think  he  will  build  on  Dr.  Trani's  remarkable  accom- 
plishments and  will  create  additional  forward  momentum.  He  is  an 
exttemely  engaging,  intelligent,  interactive  individual  who  will  re- 
late well  to  the  university  community,  from  the  entering  freshman 
to  the  most  tenured  faculty  member,  as  well  as  to  Richmond  and 
the  commonwealth.  I  think  that  it  won't  be  long  before  it  becomes 
evident  that  he  is  a  huge  asset  and  that  we  followed  one  great  pres- 
ident with  another. 

You  serve  on  the  VCUHS  Board  of  Directors  and  the  VCU 
Board  of  Visitors,  and  have  been  very  active  with  the  MCV 
Alumni  Association  as  well.  Does  serving  with  all  of  these 
organizations  give  you  a  special  perspective  on  the  position 
the  MCV  Campus  holds  within  VCU? 

I  wouldn't  say  that  my  perspective  is  particularly  special  or  unusual. 
The  way  that  our  community,  really  our  whole  region,  has  em- 
braced the  university  confirms  that  having  two  strong,  dynamic 
educational  campuses  is  a  tremendous  advantage.  There  is  consid- 


erable interaction  and  respect  between  the  Monroe  Park  and  MCV 
campuses,  to  the  benefit  of  both.  Yet  each  has  its  own  history,  her- 
itage and  distinct  character  that  is  honored  and  celebrated. 

You  have  been  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  MCV  Foun- 
dation for  10  years  and  now  have  been  elected  the  chair. 
What  is  it  about  the  Foundation's  mission  that  accounts  for 
your  dedication? 

The  Foundation,  and  by  that  I  mean  both  the  staff  and  the 
trustees,  forms  the  bridge  between  the  philanthropic  community 
and  the  campus  units  that  we  serve.  It  is  enlightening  to  see  a  cam- 
pus program  initiated  that  never  would  have 
happened  had  it  not  been  for  this  bridge.  En- 
dowed scholarships  and  professorships,  new 
buildings  and  labs,  expanded  research  pro- 
grams— these  are  tangible  evidence  that  our 
mission  to  inspire  and  steward  philanthropy  on 
the  MCV  Campus  is  working.  It  is  something 
that  I  feel  very  passionate  about  and  am  proud 
to  support. 

When  you  joined  the  Foundation  board  in 
1998,  endowment  assets  were  $144.5  mil- 
lion and  at  fiscal  year  end  2008  they  stood 
at  $238  million.  What  do  you  think  are  the 
primary  factors  that  contributed  to  this 
very  respectable  growth? 

The  primary  factor  is  the  incredible  generosity 
of  donors  to  the  MCV  Campus  schools,  cen- 
ters and  programs.  I  also  credit  our  talented 
and  dedicated  Board  of  Trustees,  as  well  as  our 
Foundation's  presidents  over  that  time,  Mickey 
Dowdy  and  now,  Bill  Kotti.  Both  of  these  guys  are  great  relation- 
ship builders,  with  alumni  and  friends,  and  also  with  university 
leadership,  deans  and  development  officers.  Relationships  and  part- 
nerships, those  are  key  to  growing  our  endowment. 

What  has  been  the  biggest  challenge  the  Foundation  has 
faced  during  your  tenure,  and  going  forward,  what  will  be 
its  biggest  challenges? 

That  is  a  two-part  question  with  a  one-part  answer:  the  economy. 
Dealing  with  its  consequences  now  and  as  it  plays  out  is  an  enor- 
mous challenge.  The  commonwealth  has  significant  budgetary 
concerns  that  absolutely  affect  the  hospital  and  both  of  our  cam- 
puses. There  is  a  need  to  educate  more  students  and  by  the  same 
token  make  sure  that  the  quality  of  that  education  isn't  compro- 
mised. In  fact,  never  in  the  Foundation's  history  has  our  ability  to 
help  the  medical  campus  achieve  its  mission  been  more  important. 
It's  crunch  time. 

We  are  working  diligently  to  ensure  that  our  operating  budget 
is  as  frugal  as  possible  and  that  our  investments  are  being  moni- 
tored as  wisely  as  possible.  It  is  imperative  that  we  stay  closely  at- 
tuned to  campus  priorities  so  that  we  can  respond  with  the 
necessary  funding.  We  are  equally  committed  to  getting  the  word 
out  that  there  is  still  much  to  accomplish  on 
our  campus  and  that  slowing  down  on  many 
of  these  initiatives  is  not  an  option.  If  we  can 
continue  to  stress  what  needs  to  be  done  and 
what  can  be  done,  there  will  be  people  who 
rise  to  the  challenge  to  help  get  them  done. 


For  information  on  giving  to  MCV  Campus  schools,  centers,  hospitals  and  programs, 
please  contact  Bill  Kotti,  president  of  the  MCV  Foundation,  at  804-828-9734  or  e-mail  wpkotti@vcu.edu 


MCV  Foundation:  Serving  the  MCV  Campus  of  Virginia  Commonwealth  University  since  1949 


'Member  of  the  MCV  Alumni  Association  of  VCU 
'Life  Member  of  the  MCV  Alumni  Association 
of  VCU 


"Richard  Baylor  '46MD  was 

honored  by  the  Medical  Society  of 
Virginia  Foundation  for  his  outstand- 
ing service  to  the  care  of  the  unin- 
sured and  underserved.  Baylor  has 
organized  the  Northern  Neck  Health 
Action  Group  to  address  the  needs  of 
the  uninsured  in  this  region.  Under 
his  leadership,  the  Health  Action 
Group  established  the  Northern  Neck 
Free  Health  Clinic  (see  "Bridging  the 
Gap"  on  p. 15). 

Virginia  "Vee"  Miller  '46BS/N 
turned  85  in  December.  "I  am  still 
very  active  with  my  volunteering  and 
many  projects,"  says  Miller.  She  is 
enjoying  life. 


F.  Edward  Comer  '64MD  recently 
retired  after  nearly  40  years  with 
Harrisonburg  Pediatrics.  Comer  is 
spending  more  time  with  his  wife  of 
46  years,  Catherine. 
"Richardson  Grinnan  '69MD  was 
honored  by  the  Medical  Society  of 
Virginia  Foundation  for  his  work  on 
behalf  of  all  Virginians.  Grinnan  has 
dedicated  much  of  his  professional 
life  to  building  collaborations  to 
improve  healthcare  access,  quality, 
and  patient  safety.  In  1982  he  helped 
create  the  first  preferred  provider 
organization  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
Grinnan  has  served  on  a  number  of 
Governors'  Commissions,  includ- 
ing the  Governor's  Advisory  Board 
on  Medicare/Medicaid,  Federal 
Funding  of  State  Domestic  Programs, 
Indigent  Care  and  Health  Care  for  All 
Virginians  (see  "Bridging  the  Gap" 
onp.15). 

George  Miller  '69PhD/P  is  chief 
scientific  officer  and  co-founder  of 
Blanca  Pharmaceuticals  in  Menlo 
Park,  CA.  He  also  serves  as  adjunct/ 
visiting  faculty  at  Rutgers  University 
School  of  Pharmacy. 
**Alvin  Schalow  Jr.  '61BS/P 
recently  had  a  book  signing  and 
reading  of  his  two  children's  books, 


Vim  Signs 


~  j 

"The  Adventure  Down  Crunchy 
Road"  and  "The  Second  Adventure 
Down  Crunchy  Road,"  for  the  grand 
reopening  of  Barnes  and  Nobles  at 
VCU  Medical  Center.  He  donated  all 
proceeds  to  the  School  of  Pharmacy. 


Walter  Anderson  III  '73MD  was 

recently  included  in  the  "Texas  Top 
Doctors"  for  the  second  year  in  a  row. 
•Patricia  Conroy  '78BS/N  was 
honored  by  the  Women  and 
Children's  Division  of  Centra 
Lynchburg,  VA  with  the  Craddock- 
Terry  Excellence  in  Nursing  Practice 
Award.  The  peer-nominated  award 
recognizes  Centra's  bedside  nurses 
who  exemplify  excellence  in  nursing 
care.  Conroy  is  a  15-year  employee 
of  the  Virginia  Baptist  Hospital 
Pediatric  Unit. 

Damien  Howell  '77MS(PT)/AH 
has  been  appointed  to  the  Board 
of  Health  Professions  by  Virginia 
Governor  Tim  Kaine.  Howell  is  the 
owner  of  Damien  Howell  Physical 
Therapy  in  Richmond. 
Hazle  Konerding  '77HS(D)/M  has 
been  elected  treasurer  for  the  Medical 
Society  of  Virginia  Foundation. 
The  Medical  Society  of  Virginia 
Foundation  is  the  philanthropic  part- 
nership between  the  Medical  Society 
of  Virginia  and  the  Medical  Society 
of  Virginia  Alliance.  The  organiza- 
tion's mission  is  to  better  equip  the 
physician  community  to  improve  the 
health  of  Virginians. 
Michael  Madaio  '78HS(IM)/M  has 
been  appointed  professor  and  chair 
of  the  Department  of  Medicine  at  the 
Medical  College  of  Georgia  and  is  the 
chief  of  medicine  at  MCGHealth. 
Mark  Okusa  '79MS(P&B)/M'82MD 
has  joined  the  Department  of 
Medicine  at  the  University  of 
Virginia  School  of  Medicine  as  chief 
of  the  Division  of  Nephrology.  "I 
am  honored  to  lead  the  Division  of 
Nephrology,  which  has  grown  into 
a  leading  center  of  clinical,  research 
and  educational  excellence  during 


the  past  two  decades  of  leadership," 
says  Okusa.  "I  hope  to  build  bridges 
and  link  our  efforts  with  others  in 
the  U.Va  community.  My  goal  for 
the  Division  of  Nephrology  and  the 
Center  for  Immunity,  Inflammation 
and  Regenerative  Medicine  is  to  create 
a  strong  collaborative  research  envi- 
ronment that  will  interact  with  other 
research  centers  and  departments" 
(see  "Alumni  Scope"  on  p.2). 
'Dennis  Stanley  '74BS/P  is 
Wellness  Center  Manager  for  Ukrop's 
Pharmacy  Short  Pump  in  Henrico, 
VA.  In  August,  Stanley  was  featured 
in  Pharmacy  Today  Immunization 
Supplement  magazine. 
"Kenneth  Walker  '78HS(FP)/M 
has  been  selected  to  serve  as  an  emeri- 
tus advisor  for  the  Medical  Society 
of  Virginia  Foundation.  The  Medical 
Society  of  Virginia  Foundation  is  the 
philanthropic  partnership  between  the 
Medical  Society  of  Virginia  and  the 
Medical  Society  of  Virginia  Alliance. 
The  organization's  mission  is  to  bet- 
ter equip  the  physician  community  to 
improve  the  health  of  Virginians. 


James  Altizer  '85MD  became 
board  certified  in  phlebology  by  the 
American  Board  of  Phlebology.  In 
2006,  Altizer  was  named  a  Fellow  in 
the  American  College  of  Phlebology 
and  recently  received  Registered 
Vascular  Technologist  and  Registered 
Physician  in  Vascular  Interpretation 
credentials  from  the  American 
Registry  of  Diagnostic  Medical 
Sonography.  He  is  practicing  phlebol- 
ogy and  bariatrics  in  Charlotte,  NC. 
Robin  Foster  '89MD  was  recently 
honored  by  the  YWCA  with  a 
2009  Outstanding  Women  Award. 
Foster  was  recognized  for  her  con- 
tributions in  the  area  of  Health  and 
Sciences.  She  is  director  of  Pediatric 
Emergency  Services  and  director  of 
Pediatric  Critical  Care  Transport  at 
VCU's  Medical  Center  (see  "Alumni 
Scope"  on  p.2). 
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Meera  Gokli  '84DDS  has  been 
named  to  the  Virginia  Board  of 
Dentistry  by  Virginia  Governor  Tim 
Kaine.  Gokli  is  a  pediatric  dentist  at 
Pediatric  Dentistry  and  Orthodontics 
of  Virginia. 

Kimberlyn  Griswold  '87BS/P 
has  been  promoted  to  director  ot 
Pharmacy  at  Eastern  State  Hospital  in 
Williamsburg,  VA. 
Robert  Hall  Jr.  '84DDS  has  been 
named  to  the  Virginia  Board  of 
Dentistry  by  Governor  Tim  Kaine. 
Hall  is  president  of  Plaza  Drive 
Family  and  Cosmetic  Dentistry,  PC  in 
Winchester,  VA. 

"J.  Steve  Julian  Jr.  '82MD  is  the 
vice  president  of  Medical  Affairs  with 
Sentara  Obici  Hospital  in  Suffolk,  VA. 
"Robert  Jesse  '81PhD(BC)/ 
M'84MD  has  been  named  to  the 
Virginia  Biotechnology  Research 
Park  Authority  Board  of  Directors  by 
Governor  Tim  Kaine.  Jesse  is  acting 
chief  consultant  for  Medical  Surgical 
Services  and  national  program  direc- 
tor for  cardiology  for  the  Veterans 
Health  Administration. 
Jeffrey  Lamont  '82HS(P)/M  is  serv- 
ing a  three-year  term  as  president 
of  the  Wisconsin  Chapter  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Pediatrics. 
•Patricia  Slattum  '85BS/P 
'92Cert(G)/AH'92PhD/P  was  a 
featured  speaker  on  "Impact  of 
Anticholingergic  Burden  on  Older 
Adults"  at  the  Pharmaceutical 
Sciences  Graduate  Program's 
Alumni  Lecture  Series  in  October. 
Slattum  is  an  associate  profes- 
sor in  VCU  School  of  Pharmacy's 
Department  of  Pharmacy. 
•Jeffery  Taubenberger  '86MD 
'87PhD(A)/M  was  recently  elected  to 
Fellowship  in  the  American  Academy 
of  Microbiology.  Fellows  of  the 
Academy  are  elected  annually  through 
a  highly  selective,  peer-review  process, 
based  on  their  records  of  scientific 
achievement  and  original  contribu- 
tions that  have  advanced  microbiol- 
ogy. There  are  now  over  2,000  Fellows 
representing  all  subspecialties  of 
microbiology,  including  basic  and 
applied  research,  teaching,  public 
health,  industry,  and  government 
service.  Taubenberger  is  with  the 
National  Institute  of  Allergy  and 
Infectious  Diseases,  Bethesda,  MD. 
E.  Winston  Trice  '81MD  has 
been  re-elected  secretary/treasurer 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  Virginia 
House  of  Delegates.  Trice  is  in  his 
second  three-year  term.  He  is  an 


ophthalmologist  at  the  Virginia  Eye 
Institute  in  Richmond.  The  Medical 
Society  of  Virginia  is  the  professional 
association  for  physicians  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia. 


Juan  Astruc  Jr.  '96MD  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Medical  Advisory 
Board  for  the  Department  of  Motor 
Vehicles  by  Virginia  Governor  Tim 
Kaine.  Astruc  is  a  partner  with  Retina 
Institute  of  Virginia. 
Matthew  Allison  '92MD  has  joined 
the  staff  at  Stanly  Regional  Medical 
Center  and  Stanly  County  Imaging 
in  NC.  Allison  is  a  board-certified 
radiologist. 

Richard  Bagnall  '98MD  has  been 
named  the  first  full-time  medical 
director  of  the  Northern  Neck  Free 
Clinic  (see  "Picking  Up  the  Torch" 
onp.17). 

•Frank  Blondino  '91BS/P'95PhD/P 
was  a  featured  speaker  on  "Evaluation 
of  Oral  Spray  Technology  Using 
Gamma  Scintigraphy"  at  the 
Pharmaceutical  Sciences  Graduate 
Program's  alumni  lecture  series  in 
October.  Blondino  is  currently  execu- 
tive director  for  formulation  and  pro- 
cess development  at  NovaDel  Pharma 
Inc.  in  Flemington,  NJ. 
Chandra  Chaurasia  '90PhD/P  was 
a  featured  speaker  on  "Bioequivalence 
of  Complex  Dosage  Forms  in 
Generic  Drugs  Approval"  at  the 
Pharmaceutical  Sciences  Graduate 
Program's  alumni  lecture  series  in 
October  2008.  Chaurasia  is  team  lead- 
er for  the  Division  of  Bioequivalence 
II,  for  the  FDA's  Center  for  Drug 
Evaluation  and  Research. 
Eric  Davis  '95BS/N  is  currently 
deployed  to  the  Navy's  Expeditionary 
Medical  Facility  in  Kuwait  as  the  head 
of  Perioperative  Services  in  support 
of  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom. 
Pamela  Dillon  '97PharmD  recently 
participated  in  the  Women's  Health 
Research  Panel  at  VCU's  Fourth 
Annual  Women's  Health  Research 
Day  that  discussed  "Translational 


you  >*mi 


Dr  Moore/ 
IMM*  m- 


Research  in  Women's  Health: 
Opportunities  to  Integrate  Basic  and 
Clinical  Research  With  Patient 
Care."  She  is  a  research  liaison 
for  VCU's  Center  for  Clinical  and 
Translational  Research. 
••Michael  Huband  '93DDS  has 
joined  the  staff  of  the  Head  and  Neck 
Institute  at  the  Cleveland  Clinic. 
Huband  devotes  his  time  to  maxillo- 
facial and  implant  prosthodontics. 
"Wendy  Moore's  '94BS(C)/ 
H&S97DDS  recent  monetary  dona- 
tion to  Sealston  Elementary  School 
in  King  George,  VA  allowed  120 
first  graders  to  bring  home  books 
designed  by  reading  experts  to  sup- 
port beginning  readers.  Moore's  gen- 
erous gift  permitted  each  first  grader 
to  receive  a  new  KEEP  BOOK  each 
week  for  the  whole  school  year.  To 
show  their  appreciation  and  excite- 
ment about  the  books,  each  child 
wrote  their  name  on  a  tooth-shaped 
cutout,  and  the  teeth  were  placed  in 
a  group  representing  each  class  on  a 
giant  thank-you  note  for  Moore. 
•Catherine  Morrison  '99MSINA)/ 
A  H  recently  married  Chris  Maners 
on  June  21,  2008.  They  live  in  Boca 
Raton,  FL. 

Elaine  Phillips  '91PhD/P  has  been 
named  president  and  CEO  of  the 
San  Diego,  CA-based  Meritage 
Pharma  Inc.  Phillips  also  works  for 
Verus  Pharmaceuticals  in  its  asthma 
program. 

Karen  Ransone  '92MD  has  been 
appointed  to  the  Board  of  Medicine 
by  Virginia  Governor  Tim  Kaine. 
Ransone  is  a  pediatrician  with  Fishing 
Bay  Family  Practice  in  Mathews 
County,  VA. 

Kelhe  Reynolds  '92PharmD  spoke 
at  VCU  School  of  Pharmacy's  1 1th 
Annual  Research  and  Career  Day  in 
October  2008.  Her  topic  included 
"Trends  and  Innovations  in  Drug 
Development:  Impact  on  Patient  Care 
in  the  Future."  Reynolds  is  the  deputy 
director  for  the  Division  of  Clinical 
Pharmacology  4,  Office  of  Clinical 
Pharmacology,  Office  of  Translational 
Sciences,  Center  for  Drug  Evaluation 
and  Research  at  the  U.S.  Food  and 
Drug  Administration. 
Tricia  McNulty  Russell 
'94PharmD  and  her  husband  are 
pleased  to  announce  the  birth  of 
their  fourth  child,  Ella  Marie,  on 
July  18,  2008.  The  family  lives  in 
Mountain  Top,  PA. 


Wendy  Moore  '94BS(C)/H&S'97DDS 
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Key  to  Abbreviations 


identified  by  year  degree/school 


AS  Associate's  Degree 

CERT  Certificate 

BS  Bachelor  of  Scr-~~ 

DDS  Doctor  of  Denti 

DH  Dental  Hygiene 

Diet  Dietetic  Intern 

DPT  Doctor  of  Physical  Therapy 

HS  House  Staff 

MD  Doctor  of  Medicine 

MHA  Master  of  Health  Administration 

MSHA  Master  of  Science  in  Health  Adm 

MNA  Master  of  Nurse  Anesthesia 

MS  Master  of  Science 

PC  Post-Certificate 

PhD  Doctor  of  Philosophy 

SW  Social  Work 


Allied  Health 

CLS  Clinical  Laboratory  Sciences 

G  Gerontology 

HA  Health  Adi 

HAE  Health  Adi.,,.... 

HCM  Health  Care  Managei 

HRS  Health  Related  Sciences 

HSO  Health  Services  Organization  and  R° 

MRA  Medical  Records  Administration 

MT  Medical  Technology 


OT 

Occupational  Therapy 

PC 

Patient  Counseling 

PT 

Physical  Therapy 

RC 

Rehabilitation  Counseling 

RS 

Radiation  Sciences 

B 

Busine 

ss 

D 

E 

Dentis 
Educat 

on 

EN 

Engine 

ering 

H&S 

Human 

ities  and  Sciences 

B 

Biology 

C 

Chemistry 

PS 

Political  Science 

Biochemistry 
Basic  Health  Scienc 


amily  Practice 

M&l  Microbiology  and  Immunology 

0  Otolaryngology 

P  Physiology 

PA  Pathology 

P&T  Pharmacology  and  Toxicology 

PH  Public  Health 

S  Surgery 


RN-BSN  Registered  Nursing-Bachelor's  Sc 
aditional  Studies 


St.P        St.  Philip  School  of  Nursing 


Mohamadi  Sarkar  '90PhD/P  was 

a  featured  speaker  on  "Clinical 
Research  and  NPO's"  as  part  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Sciences  Graduate 
Program's  alumni  lecture  series  in 
October  2008.  Sarkar  is  director 
of  clinical  pharmacology  for  Altria 
Client  Services  in  Richmond.  He 
is  also  an  affiliate  associate  profes- 
sor at  VCU  School  of  Pharmacy's 
Department  of  Pharmaceutics. 
•Lisa  Price  Stevens  '93MD  is  the 
medical  director  of  the  PACE  Center 
at  VCU  Health  Systems  and  assis- 
tant professor  of  Internal  Medicine. 
Stevens  is  the  author  of  the  chil- 
dren's book,  "What's  That?  A  Tale  of 
Cholesterol."  It  is  the  first  in  a  series 
of  children's  books  that  humorously 
teach  children  about  disease  preven- 
tion and  promote  health  with  an 
appreciation  for  the  reader's  cultural 
background  and  creative  mind. 
Helen  Viscount  '96PhD(M&l)/M 
has  been  certified  as  a  Diplomat 
for  the  American  Board  of  Medical 
Microbiology.  ABMM  certifica- 
tion is  the  highest  credential  that 
a  clinical  laboratory  director  can 
earn.  Viscount  is  currently  chief 
of  Microbiology  and  Molecular 
Diagnostics  for  the  U.S.  Army  at  Fort 
Lewis,  WA. 


tmia 


Maggie  Butler    04BSIPSY)/ 
H&S'06MS(RC)/AH  is  the  new  assis- 
tant director  of  Disability  Support 
Services  at  Longwood  University. 
Sharon  Gatewood  '97BS(C)/ 
H&S'02PharmD  recently  served  as 
co-director  for  the  American  Diabetes 
Association  Annual  Step  Out:  Walk 
to  Fight  Diabetes  in  Richmond.  More 
than  50  School  of  Pharmacy  students 
joined  her  in  raising  about  $2,600. 
Gatewood  is  currently  an  assistant 
professor  in  VCU's  Department  of 
Pharmacy. 

Lynne  Gehr  '08HS|Ped)/M  is  an 
assistant  professor  in  the  Department 
of  Anesthesiology  at  VCU  Health 
Systems.  She  is  a  diplomat  in  the 
American  Board  of  Anesthesiologists 
and  holds  a  Special  Qualification  in 
Critical  Care  Medicine. 
David  Kenigsberg    07HS(IM)/M 
recently  performed  the  first 
implantation  of  a  wireless  implant- 
able electrocardiogram  (ECG) 
Monitoring  System.  Kenigsberg  is  a 
Clinical  Cardiac  Electrophsiologist 


at  Westside  Regional  Medical 
Center  in  South  Florida.  The  Sleuth 
Implantable  ECG  Monitoring  System 
offers  an  accurate,  efficient  way  to 
monitor  a  patient's  heart  rate  and 
rhythm  and  provide  electrocardio- 
gram data  to  physicians  in  a  timely 
manner.  ECG  data  is  recorded  when 
events  occur  and  data  is  sent  auto- 
matically to  a  24/7  monitoring  center 
to  be  reviewed.  "Implantation  of  this 
device  is  a  major  advancement  in 
the  field  and  provides  electrophysi- 
ologists  the  ability  to  rapidly  and 
accurately  diagnose  arrhythmias  in 
patients  with  unexplained  syncope," 
Kenigsberg  says.  "Knowing  if  the 
patient  has  an  arrhythmia  and  what 
the  arrhythmia  is  will  allow  us  to 
offer  prompt  treatment  and  poten- 
tially prevent  syncope,  sudden  cardiac 
death,  strokes,  heart  attacks  or  other 
untoward  events." 
Thomas  Prisinzano  'OOPhD/P 
was  a  featured  speaker  on  "Salvia 
Divinorum  and  the  Quest  for  Novel 
Opioids"  at  the  Pharmaceutical 
Sciences  Graduate  Program's  alumni 
lecture  series  in  October.  Prisinzano 
is  an  associate  professor  in  the 
Department  of  Medicinal  Chemistry 
at  the  University  of  Kansas  School 
of  Pharmacy. 

Mark  Ryan  '00MD  will  be  leading  a 
medical  service  trip  to  the  Dominican 
Republic  in  June  in  conjunction 
with  the  annual  student  HOMBRE 
(Honduras  Outreach  Medical  Brigade 
Relief  Effort)  trip.  Those  traveling 
to  the  Dominican  Republic  include 
members  of  the  Dominical  Aid  Society 
and  first-year  medical  students. 
Ashley  Thompson    97 C e rt { P 1 0 )/ 
M'OIMD  and  J.  Kenneth 
Zelenak'OIMD  were  recently  mar- 
ried. The  couple  lives  in  Richmond 
(see  "Alumni  Scope"  on  p.2). 
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Helmut  Dehn  '39MD  ofBerea,  OH. 
G.  G.  Himmelwright  '37MD  of 
Norfolk,  VA. 
Marie  Showalter  '31BS/N  of 

Harrisonburg,  VA. 


Helen  Britt  '42BS/N  of 

Birmingham,  AL  on  October  29, 


IN  PRACTICE- 

Debra  Draper  '96MHSA'00PhD 

HA  Alumna  Keeps  Her  Finger  on  the  Pulse  of  Healthcare  System 


By    Kathy    Davis 


^^s  associate  director  and  senior  fellow  at  the  Center  for  Studying 
Health  System  Change,  Debra  Draper  '96MHSA'00PhD  has  a  bird's- 
eye  view  of  the  U.S.  healthcare  system,  including  what  is  working, 
what  is  not,  and  what  should  be  considered  going  forward. 

"We  look  at  everything  that  has  an  impact  on  local  healthcare 
systems  and  the  implications  for  the  care  people  receive," 
says  Draper.  "We're  at  the  leading  edge  of  new  trends 
in  development,  and  we  understand  the  local  markets 
very  well." 

The  Center  for  Studying  Health  System  Change, 
located  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  predominantly  funded 
by  the  Robert  Wood  Johnson  Foundation,  is  a  nonpar- 
tisan research  organization  that  focuses  on  providing 
information  to  policy  makers  in  government  and  private 
industry.  Through  its  Community  Tracking  Study,  it 
provides  a  360  degree  look  at  what  is  happening  in 
healthcare,  gathering  information  via  surveys  of  households  and 
physicians,  and  biennial  site  visits  with  leading  healthcare  organiza- 
tions in  12  communities  throughout  the  U.S.  Although  the  Center 
does  not  make  policy  recommendations,  it  provides  its  constituencies 
with  the  data  needed  to  understand  policy  implications. 

Draper's  experience  in  both  research  and  hospital  operations 
helps  her  bring  a  unique  perspective  to  her  work  at  the  center.  A 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Virginia's  Mclntire  School  of  Com- 
merce and  a  CPA,  Draper  spent  her  first  few  years  out  of  school  as 
an  auditor.  In  1983,  she  took  a  job  with  Hospital  Corporation  of 
America  (HCA)  and  began  a  career  in  healthcare.  She  served  as  CFO 
of  several  different  hospitals  during  the  1980s,  two  with  HCA  and 
one  with  Republic  Health  Corporation.  From  there,  she  moved  into 
administration,  holding  various  positions  with  Psychiatric  Institutes 
of  Washington,  D.C.  and  Richmond,  American  Day  Treatment  Cen- 
ters, and  HCA. 

In  1995,  Draper  decided  to  go  back  to  school  for  her  master  of 
science  in  health  administration.  A  Richmond  native  who  was  born 
at  MCV  Hospitals,  Draper  had  such  a  good  experience  with  the  VCU 
School  of  Allied  Health  Professions'  health  administration  program 
that  she  ended  up  staying  to  complete  her  PhD.  She  also  worked  as  a 
graduate  research  assistant  to  Dr.  Robert  Hurley. 

"I  couldn't  have  asked  for  a  better  academic  program  or  experi- 
ence," she  says.  "It  was  like  a  renewal  for  me." 

Draper  found  that  she  loved  research.  After  finishing  her  disserta- 
tion on  "Determinants  of  Health  Maintenance  Organization  Entry 
into  Medicaid  Managed  Care,"  she  went  to  work  for  Mathematica 
Policy  Research  Inc.,  the  parent  company  of  the  Center  for  Studying 
Health  System  Change.  She  moved  to  the  center  in  2006  as  director 


of  site  visits  and  senior  researcher  and  was  promoted  to  her  current 
position  in  2007. 

What  is  the  biggest  change  Draper  has  seen  since  she  entered  the 
healthcare  field?  The  rise  and  fall  of  managed  care. 

"I  came  in  when  it  was  just  getting  started,"  she  says.  "Now,  very 
little  is  left  of  the  HMO  model." 

It  is  also  very  difficult  these  days  for  a  small  indepen- 
dent hospital  or  independent  physician  to  make  it,  she 
points  out.  They  have  to  be  part  of  something  bigger, 
and  physicians  must  form  an  allegiance  with  one  hospi- 
tal or  another. 

Throughout  the  country,  she's  seeing  a  physician 
workforce  shortage.  "The  primary  care  shortage  is  be- 
coming really  acute,"  she  says,  "and  in  many  of  the  com- 
munities we  visit  there  are  a  lot  of  specialty  shortages." 
This  causes  access  problems  for  everyone,  not  just  the 
economically  disadvantaged.  Hospitals,  for  example,  are  having  diffi- 
culty getting  enough  specialty  physicians  to  provide  on-call  coverage 
for  their  emergency  rooms. 

One  of  the  contributing  factors  to  the  physician  shortage  is  that 
medicine  has  become  less  attractive  as  a  profession  because  of  reim- 
bursement challenges,  liability  issues  and  lifestyle  preferences.  Due 
to  the  high  cost  of  starting  up  a  practice,  physicians  are  increasingly 
looking  for  employment  situations  rather  than  hanging  out  their 
own  shingle.  And  younger  physicians  are  looking  for  a  better  work- 
life  balance. 

Draper  says  it  is  too  early  to  tell  what  impact  the  Obama 
administration  will  have  on  healthcare,  but  the  center  will  certainly 
be  providing  valuable  information  to  those  who  will  be  making 
policy  decisions.  Its  research  is  often  requested  because  it  is  objective 
and  nonpartisan.  The  more  than  13,000  subscribers  to  the  center's 
publications  include  legislators,  healthcare  providers,  and  healthcare 
academia.  Studies  are  publicly  available  on  the  Web  site  (www. 
hschange.comorg),  and  the  research  staff  publishes  in  mainstream 
academic  presses  and  provides  expert  testimony  in  front  of  Congress. 

What  does  she  see  coming  down  the  road?  Draper  believes  the 
focus  on  quality  improvement  and  consumer  involvement  and 
awareness  will  continue  to  grow.  "I  think,"  she  says,  "we've  only 
touched  the  surface  at  this  point." 
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2008.  "Helen  was  a  loving  and 
nurturing  person  in  her  profession 
as  a  nurse,  in  her  roles  as  mother, 
grandmother,  great-grandmother, 
daughter  and  as  a  loving  wife.  Her 
dedication  to  her  husband  during 
his  declining  health  demonstrated  to 
all  around  her  the  love  and  respect 
that  she  had  for  her  husband."  Britt 
was  88. 

'James  Brooks  '46MD  of 
Richmond  on  September  27,  2008 
(see  obituary  on  p.34). 
•Viola  Brown  '44BS/N  ofLandis, 
NC  on  July  10,  2007. 
Charles  Crews  '47DDS  ofRadford, 
VA  on  November  8,  2008.  Crews 
served  on  the  Board  of  Dentistry 
and  the  Southern  Regional  Testing 
Association  and  was  past  state 
president  of  the  Virginia  Dental 
Association.  Crews  was  83. 
*A.  Carl  Lueckert  Jr.  '47BS/P  of 
Matthews,  NC  on  October  31,  2008. 
Lueckert  practiced  pharmacy  for 
60  years  with  Peoples  Drug  Store, 
Norfolk  General  Hospital  and  the 
Children's  Hospital  of  the  King's 
Daughters.  Many  family  and  friends 
are  left  behind  to  cherish  his  memory 
including  his  son,  Carl  Lueckert  III 
'73BS/P. 

Faye  Sherrill  '41BS/N  of  Salisbury, 
NC. 

Frederick  "Rip"  Spencer  Jr. 
'45  MD  of  Salisbury,  NC  on  October 
14,  2007  after  he  was  involved  in  a 
car  accident.  He  was  the  widower  of 
Ernestine  Spencer  '46BS/N. 
William  Woolner  '41MD  of 
Jefferson,  MA  on  January  27,  2009. 
Woolner  was  an  attending  physician 
at  White  Plains  Hospital  Medical 
Center  in  Maine  from  1954  to  1994. 
Woolner  was  92. 


'Douglas  Andrews  '58M0  of 

Morristown,  TN  on  January  19,  2009. 
Andrews  practiced  anesthesia  in 
Morristown  for  23  years  before  retir- 
ing in  1996.  He  served  as  chief  of  staff 
at  Morristown  Hamblen  Hospital 
and  was  on  the  board  of  the  Helping 
Hands  Clinic  for  the  Hamblen 
Healthcare  Systems  Board. 
Randolph  Arthur  Jr.  '50BS/P  of 
Colonial  Heights,  VA  on  December 
16,  2008.  Arthur  was  a  pharmacist- 
manager  at  Peoples  Service  Drug 
Store,  now  CVS,  for  nearly  40  years. 
Arthur  was  the  widower  of  C  h  a  r  I  o  1 1  e 


Campbell  Arthur  '48BS/N. 
Lois  Mae  Barker  '50BS/N  of 

Halifax  County,  NC  on  December  7, 
2008. 

"Louisa  Satchwell  Batman 
'  5  8  M  D  of  Williamsburg,  VA  on 
November  27,  2008.  Batman  was 
an  OB/Gyn  practicing  in  Richmond 
until  1998.  She  was  a  talented  quilter 
and  a  member  of  many  quilting  and 
applique  groups.  Batman  was  75. 
J.  Ronald  Beaver  '57BS/P  of 
Dublin,  VA  on  March  16,  2009.  He 
was  the  owner  and  pharmacist  for 
Dublin  Pharmacy.  Beaver  was  75. 
'Richard  Brock  '58DDS  of 
Charleston,  SC  in  December  2008. 
George  Chappell  '53MD  of 
Harrisonburg,  VA  on  March  7,  2009. 
He  practiced  medicine  in  Halifax, 
VA  for  28  years.  He  also  served  in  the 
US  Navy  as  an  aviator  during  WWII. 
Chappell  leaves  behind  many  friends 
and  family  to  honor  his  memory 
including  his  son,  George  Chappell, 
Jr.  •71MD'95MS(HA)/AH.  Chappell 
was  91. 

"Samuel  Crickenberger  '57BS/P 
of  Richmond  on  September  10,  2008. 
He  worked  as  a  pharmacist  mostly 
in  Charlottesville  and  Richmond. 
Crickenberger  served  as  execu- 
tive director  of  the  then- Virginia 
Pharmaceutical  Association  from 
1976  to  1979.  He  was  79. 
Ella  Moore  Cunningham  '59BS/N 
of  Portsmouth,  VA  on  April  11,  2005. 
Cunningham  served  as  US  Army 
Corp  Nurse  in  Vietnam.  She  was  70. 
Patricia  Dowdy  '51BS/N  ofRocky 
Mount,  NC. 

"Ota  "O.T."  Graham  Jr.  '53MD 
of  Richmond  on  January  30,  2009. 
He  was  in  private  practice  for  more 
than  42  years,  before  retiring  in 
1998.  Graham  served  as  president  of 
the  MCV  Alumni  Association  and 
was  very  active  with  the  Richmond 
Academy  of  Medicine  and  the 
Southern  Medical  Association  just  to 
name  a  few.  "Over  the  years,  he  treat- 
ed thousands  of  patients,  and  will  be 
remembered  for  his  willingness  to 
help  others,  his  easy  smile,  and  his 
gentle  manner."  He  is  survived  by 
many  including  his  son,  0 .  T .  Graham 
III  '94H&S  and  daughter,  Anne  G. 
C.  Mauck  '94BS/N.  '9SMS/N.  He 
was  83. 

'Allan  Oglesby  '51MD  of  San 
Diego,  CA  on  December  25,  2008. 
'Richard  Rogers  Jr.  '52MD  of 
Franklin,  VA.  Rogers  enjoyed  a  medi- 


cal career  that  spanned  more  than  35 
years.  His  positions  included  presi- 
dent of  the  Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield 
of  West  Virginia,  vice  president  at 
Bluefield  Sanitarium  Clinic,  Inc.,  and 
a  partnership  with  Drs.  Fox  8c  St. 
Clair.  Rogers  was  passionate  about 
aviation  and  loved  piloting  his  Cessna 
182  plane.  He  was  82. 
'Robert  Saunderson  Jr. 
'50HS(G)/M  of  Dover,  DE  on  January 
16,  2009. 

Joyce  Sunders  '59MD  of  Glen 
Allen,  VA  on  March  19,  2008. 
Shirley  Warinner  '53Dip/N  of 
Richmond  on  January  4,  2009. 
Warinner  was  an  RN  with  MCV  and 
St.  Mary's  Hospitals  for  many  years. 
She  was  78. 

Ada  Watson  '53St.P  ofLandover, 
MD  on  September  28,  2008.  She  was 
a  longtime  member  and  officer  of  the 
St.  Philip  Alumnae  Association  D.C. 
Chapter. 

•Ruth  Wentworth  '51BS/N  of 
Green  Bay,  WI  on  January  4,  2009. 


"Margaret  Abernathy  '64 M0  of 
Swarthmore,  PA  on  March  16,  2009. 
Abernathy  fulfilled  her  lifelong  dream 
for  30  years  with  the  Department  of 
Neurology  at  Georgetown  University. 
She  was  the  first  director  of  the 
Breast  Cancer  Screening  Center  at 
Georgetown  University  Medical 
Center,  and  was  a  pioneer  in  the 
field  of  infrared  thermography, 
particularly  in  its  applications  for 
cerebrovascular  disease  and  breast 
cancer.  Abernathy  was  a  founding 
member  of  the  American  Academy  of 
Thermology.  She  lectured  worldwide 
in  the  field  of  medicine,  and  was 
dearly  loved  by  the  medical  students 
at  Georgetown.  Abernathy  and  her 
husband  established  the  Abernathy 
Plan,  by  which  Georgetown's  empty- 
nest  faculty  members  provided  room 
and  board  to  medical  students. 
Gerald  Brooks  '61BS/P  of 
Churchville,  VA  on  August  30, 
2008.  Brooks  was  the  owner  of  West 
Augusta  Pharmacy  in  Churchville  for 
14  years.  Brooks  was  78. 
'Randolph  Halloran  '65MD  of  Glen 
Allen,  VA  in  December  2008.  While 
Halloran  was  a  resident  at  MCV  he 
found  that,  "he  loved  the  science  of 
pulmonology  but  found  that  there  are 
so  many  patients  that  you  can't  help  a 
lot,"  his  wife  says.  "He  saw  that  with 
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IN  PRACTICE 

Denise  Goudelock  '88BS(DH)/D 


Service,  Camaraderie  &  Adventure:  Dental  Hygiene  Aiumna  Finds 

Enriching  Career  with  the  U.S.  Public  Health  Service 


By    Kathy    Davis 


w, 


Ihen  Denise  Goudelock  '88BS(DH)/D  took  off  for  her  senior 
year  externship  at  the  Ogalala  Sioux  Indian  Reservation  in  Pine 
Ridge,  S.D.,  it  was  the  first  time  she  had  ever  been  on  an  airplane. 
This  new  experience  was  just  the  beginning  of  many  adventures  to 
come  with  the  Indian  Health  Service  (IHS).  While 
at  Pine  Ridge,  she  conducted  research  on  educat- 
ing middle-school  students  about  the  dangers  of 
smokeless  tobacco,  worked  in  the  clinic  and  went 
out  into  the  community  to  apply  sealants  on  school 
children's  teeth.  She  also  discovered  the  U.S.  Public 
Health  Service  (USPHS). 

"I  noticed  on  Wednesdays  the  doctors  and 
dentists  would  come  in  with  their  uniforms  on,"  she 
says.  Drawn  to  the  mission  of  the  USPHS  Commis- 
sioned Corps  of  "protecting,  promoting  and  advanc- 
ing the  health  and  safety  of  the  nation,"  Goudelock 
inquired  about  becoming  a  commissioned  officer. 
At  the  time,  however,  dental  hygienists  were  required  to  have  a 
master's  degree.  Although  she  was  disappointed,  another  oppor- 
tunity soon  presented  itself.  Before  she  left  to  return  to  Richmond 
to  finish  her  degree,  the  dental  director  in  Pine  Ridge  offered  her  a 
position  with  the  IHS  dental  clinic. 

When  Goudelock  presented  the  results  of  her  externship  research 
study  at  the  School  of  Dentistry,  she  ended  by  telling  everyone  she 
was  going  back  there;  she  had  a  job  with  IHS! 

Within  weeks  after  taking  her  boards,  she  bought  a  new  car, 
packed  up  and  drove  to  Pine  Ridge.  She  stayed  three  years,  discov- 
ering what  it's  like  to  live  in  such  a  cold  climate,  dealing  with  snow 
drifts  and  white-outs,  and  plugging  in  her  car  each  night  during  the 
winter  so  the  oil  wouldn't  freeze.  Being  the  only  African-American 
in  the  small  town  where  she  lived  was  a  unique  experience  for  her. 
She  learned  about  Ogalala  Sioux  culture  by  experiencing  sweats  and 
going  to  sun  dances  and  powwows. 

In  1991,  the  USPHS  started  commissioning  dental  hygienists 
with  bachelor's  degrees,  and  Goudelock  jumped  at  the  opportunity 
to  become  a  commissioned  officer.  She  subsequently  accepted  an 
assignment  in  New  Mexico  and  is  now  in  Tacoma,  Wash,  where 
she  has  worked  for  1 1  years  at  the  Takopid  Health  Center  with  the 
Puyallup  Tribe. 

"I'm  where  I  am  today  because  of  MCV,"  says  Goudelock.  When 
she  was  growing  up  in  Richmond,  she  wanted  to  be  an  elementary 
school  teacher.  Her  career  aspirations  changed  after  she  participated 
in  a  program  developed  through  a  partnership  between  VCU's  MCV 
Campus  and  Richmond  Public  Schools.  On  Saturday  mornings, 
she  and  other  selected  students  attended  a  special  class  on  the  MCV 
Campus.  That's  where  she  discovered  her  interest  in  dentistry. 

She  set  her  sights  on  dental  school  and  was  a  pre-dentistry  major 
at  Longwood  University.  Then  one  year  a  recruiter  came  to  Long- 
wood  to  talk  about  the  field  of  dental  hygiene,  and  Goudelock  was 


intrigued  by  the  variety  of  career  paths  offered  by  the  field,  including 
opportunities  to  work  in  the  community  and  with  schoolchildren. 
Plus,  she  already  had  all  of  the  prerequisites  required  to  enroll  in 
VCU's  dental  hygiene  program.  Goudelock  was  on  her  way. 

Today,  her  work  gives  her  the  chance  to  combine 
her  love  of  dentistry  with  her  early  interest  in 
teaching.  Goudelock  is  a  site  supervisor/mentor  for 
dental  hygienists  in  a  bachelor's  degree  completion 
program  at  Eastern  Washington  University.  She 
visits  the  Puyallup  Tribal  School  on  Tuesdays  to 
educate  the  students  about  dental  health  and  pro- 
vide preventive  treatment.  Each  fall,  she  supervises 
a  dental  team  that  provides  dental  screenings, 
fluoride  varnish  application,  and  dental  sealants 
for  students  in  preschool  through  sixth  grade. 
Goudelock  is  also  a  recognized  leader  in  the  dental 
community  for  her  involvement  with  the  Pierce 
County  Oral  Health  Coalition.  At  the  Takopid  Health  Center, 
she  works  with  the  diabetes  focus  team  and  the  tobacco  cessation 
program,  which  organizes  an  annual  tobacco-free  fun  run  and  walk 
where  she  and  her  13 -year-old  son  volunteer. 

What  does  Goudelock  like  best  about  being  a  health  service 
officer  in  the  USPHS?  "I  like  serving  people  and  not  having  to  think 
about  the  financial  aspect  of  healthcare,"  she  says.  "I  can  help  patients 
improve  their  oral  health  and  not  have  to  worry  about  whether  they 
have  the  ability  to  pay  for  services." 

The  USPHS  has  given  Goudelock  the  chance  to  learn  about  other 
cultures  and  to  network  with  dental  hygienists  from  all  over  the  Unit- 
ed States.  "The  life  experiences  and  camaraderie  are  great,"  she  says. 
In  addition,  Commissioned  Corps'  benefits  are  generous  and  often 
exceed  those  found  in  the  private  sector  or  through  the  civil  service. 
And  you  are  rewarded  for  a  job  well  done.  In  2008,  Goudelock 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain.  In  2006,  she  became  the  first 
recipient  of  the  USPHS  Candace  M.  Jones  Dental  Hygienist  of  the 
Year  Award. 

One  of  her  goals  is  to  continue  her  career  advancement  through 
other  government  agencies.  Goudelock  believes  that  the  master's 
degree  in  organizational  management  she  earned  from  the  University 
of  Phoenix  in  2002  will  help  her  make  a  difference.  She  is  also  work- 
ing on  a  certificate  in  emergency  management.  The  Commissioned 
Corps  has  emergency  response  teams,  managed  by  the  Office  of  the 
Surgeon  General,  that  respond  to  public  health  crises,  national  emer- 
gencies, and  domestic  and  international  humanitarian  missions. 

But  for  now,  Goudelock  wants  to  continue  to  have  an  impact  on 
improving  the  health  of  the  Native  American  community  through 
the  Indian  Health  Service.  She's  where  she  needs  to  be. 

For  more  information  about  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service, 
visit  its  Web  site  at:  www.usphs.gov/ 
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cardiology,  you  can  make  people  well. 
You  can  serve  patients  and  give  them 
the  huge  benefit  of  quality  of  life." 
So  he  decided  to  pursue  cardiology. 
Halloran  worked  at  McGuire  Clinic 
in  Richmond  from  1972  until  his 
retirement  in  1998.  He  was  69. 
*John  Mclntire  '61DDS  ofMcLean, 
VA  on  October  8,  2006.  He  practiced 
dentistry  for  35  years  in  Fairfax,  VA. 
He  was  70. 

Thomas  Sarvay    B4MD  ofRoanoke, 
VA  on  May  7,  2006.  Sarvay  was  a 
psychiatrist  for  more  than  30  years. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  and  the 
American  Psychiatric  Association. 
Sarvay  also  served  as  associate  profes- 
sor of  psychology  at  the  University  of 
Virginia.  He  was  67. 
Robert  Smith  III  '69MD  ofBogart, 
GA  on  November  4,  2008.  Smith  was 
trained  as  a  pediatrician,  general  psy- 
chiatrist and  as  a  child  psychiatrist. 
Before  his  passing,  he  was  with  the 
State  of  Louisiana  at  the  Terrebonne 
Mental  Health  Center  in  Houma, 
LA.  where  he  worked  for  the  disad- 
vantaged youth  of  Terrebonne  Parish 
and  impacted  both  his  patients  and 
co-workers.  He  was  affectionately 
known  as  "Dr.  Bob." 


Kenneth  Byrne  '77DDS  of 

Woodbridge,  VA  on  January  27, 
2009. 

Ole  Renick  '71MD  of  Roanoke,  VA 
on  November  21,  2008.  He  was  an 
assistant  clinical  professor  at  West 
Virginia  University  Medical  Center, 
as  well  as  an  assistant  clinical  profes- 
sor of  Otorhinolaryngology  and  Head 
and  Neck  Surgery  at  the  University 
of  Virginia.  Renick  was  a  partner  at 
Gill  Memorial  Clinic  for  25  years  and 
recently  opened  his  own  practice  at 
Salem  Ear  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 
Renick  was  a  member  of  many  orga- 
nizations including  the  American 
Academy  of  Otolaryngology,  Virginia 
Medical  Society  and  the  American 
Medical  Association.  He  was  63. 


Martha  Bailey  '89BS/N  ofNewport 
News,  VA. 


Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery  James  W.  Brooks 
'4BMD'56HS  died  Sept.  27,  2008  following  a  brief  illness.  He 
was  86.  A  longtime  thoracic  and  vascular  surgeon  on  the 
MCV  Campus,  Brooks  served  on  the  faculty  of  the  School 
of  Medicine  for  more  than  50  years. 

"He  was  Mr.  Hospital,"  George  W.  Vetrovec,  MD,  chair 
of  VCU's  Division  of  Cardiology  told  the  Richmond  Times- 
Dispatch.  "He  was  a  very  enthusiastic  member  of  the  faculty  and  institution." 

Born  in  Round  Hill,  Va.,  and  raised  in  Winchester,  Brooks  earned  his 
bachelor's  degree  at  The  Citadel.  He  graduated  from  MCV  in  1946  and  did 
his  internship  at  Barnes  Hospital  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  met  his  future 
wife,  Vina.  After  serving  at  Walter  Reed  Hospital  as  a  captain  in  the  U.S. 
Army  from  1947  to  1949,  he  returned  to  MCV  to  complete  a  surgery  research 
fellowship  studying  the  treatment  of  burn  injuries.  He  also  completed  his  sur- 
gery residency  and  fellowship  at  MCV  and,  in  1955,  was  voted  by  the  senior 
class  to  receive  the  LA.  Bigger  Memorial  Medal,  an  award  given  in  memory 
of  MCV  Hospital's  former  surgeon-in-chief.  Brooks  then  headed  to  the 
University  of  Wisconsin  to  complete  a  fellowship  in  thoracic  surgery  before 
joining  the  faculty  of  MCV  in  1957. 

Harold  F.  Young,  MD,  chair  of  the  VCU  Department  of  Neurosurgery 
and  a  longtime  colleague  of  Brooks,  described  him  to  the  Times-Dispatch  as 
one  of  the  giants  of  the  university.  "He  taught  students,  especially  residents, 
outstanding  surgical  technique,"  Young  said.  "He  was  a  master  surgeon  .  .  . 
and  a  keen  teacher." 

In  a  tribute,  former  student  Stephen  C.  Yang  '84MD,  chief  of  thoracic 
surgery  at  Johns  Hopkins  University,  wrote:  "Hence,  we  'hail'  Dr.  Brooks  not 
only  for  being  an  outstanding  teacher,  clinician  and  surgeon,  but  also  for  his 
consummate  professionalism  -  a  true  southern  gentleman,  a  role  model  for 
all  to  emulate.  Perhaps  his  biggest  contribution  to  medicine  is  reflected  in  the 
countless  number  of  students,  residents,  and  fellows  that  he  trained." 

Brooks  was  also  known  for  his  colorful  bow  ties  and  his  sense  of  humor. 
He  "had  the  ability  to  joke  and  keep  everybody's  spirits  up,"  Vetrovec  recalled 
to  the  Times-Dispatch. 

The  care  he  took  at  the  bedside  is  memorialized  in  the  Brooks-Lower 
Lectureship  at  VCU,  which  was  established  in  1994  by  a  former  patient. 

Brooks  served  on  many  local,  regional  and  national  medical  societies, 
including  completing  terms  as  president  of  the  Richmond  Heart  Association, 
the  Southern  Thoracic  Surgical  Association  and  the  American  College  of 
Chest  Physicians,  Potomac  Chapter.  He  also  published  widely. 

As  Young  told  the  Times-Dispatch:  "He  helped  establish  outstanding  . . . 
surgeon  care." 

Memorial  contributions  in  honor  of  James  W.  Brooks,  MD,  can  be  made 
to  the  VCU  School  of  Medicine  Annual  Fund,  P.O.  Box  980022,  School  of 
Medicine  Development  Office,  MCV  Campus,  Richmond,  VA  23298-0022. 

J.  Dennis  Hoban,  EdD,  who  served  as  director  of  education  research  in  the 
VCU  School  of  Medicine  Curriculum  Office  from  1999  to  2007,  passed  away 
on  Oct.  21,  2008  in  Charlotte,  NC.  He  was  67. 

In  2005,  VCU  presented  Hoban  with  the  Educational  Innovation/ 
Educational  Research  Award  for  contributions  that  gained  the  School  of 
Medicine  national  attention. 

"He  has  mentored  and  fostered  so  many  faculty  that  we  have  recently 
been  noted  nationally  for  having  the  best  educational  research  available,"  said 
Associate  Dean  Cynthia  M.  Heldberg  at  the  time  of  the  award. 
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The    MCV    family    notes    with    sorrow   the    passing    of    these    alumni    and    friends 


I    ■    1  "He  went  out  of  his  way  to  help  academically 

I  <^^  disadvantaged  students  and  help  junior  faculty  set 

I  SBL  up  research  projects,"  James  Messmer,  MD,  former 

'         H^^      VCU  senior  associate  dean  for  medical  education, 
^^    S^||     told  die  Richmond  Times-Dispatch.  "He  was  happy 
BlS^I  |     to  let  others  take  (he  credit;  he  never  polished  his 
own  star." 
After  leaving  VCU,  Hoban  continued  to  serve  as  a  curriculum 
consultant  for  the  medical  school  from  his  home  in  Winston-Salem, 
NC.  He  was  director  of  the  Office  of  Educational  Research  at  Wake 
Forest  University  School  of  Medicine  before  coming  to  VCU. 

Donations  in  memory  of  J.  Dennis  Hoban,  EdD,  can  be  sent 
to  the  MCV  Foundation,  c/o  Tom  Holland,  P.O.  Box  980022, 
Richmond,  VA  23298. 

Carolease  Ballou  Wallace  '38St.P,  one  of  MCV  School  of 
Nursing's  first  African-American  faculty  members,  died  April  6  at  the 
age  of  91.  In  addition  to  her  nursing  degree  from  St.  Philip,  Wallace 
earned  a  bachelor's  degree  and  master's  degree  in  public  health  from 
the  University  of  Michigan.  She  worked  for  23  years  as  a  school  nurse 
in  the  Richmond  public  schools  and  returned  to  MCV  to  work  as  a 
nurse  in  1974.  Five  years  later,  she  joined  the  faculty  of  the  School 
of  Nursing  and  served  as  an  assistant  professor  of  community  health 
nursing.  She  returned  to  the  school  part-time,  working  in  the  office 
of  Enrollment  and  Student  services,  in  the  early  1990s  and  remained 
working  there  until  her  health  began  to  fail  her  in  the  late  1990s. 

"What  I  remember  most  about  Carolease  is  that  she  was  a  lovely, 
gracious  woman,"  Associate  Professor  Emeritus  Betsy  Bampton, 


EdD,  says.  "She  was  proud  of  her  family  and  her  alma  mater.  She  was 
a  delight  to  be  with  and  in  the  35  years  that  I  knew  her,  she  always 
had  a  smile,  and  we  laughed  a  lot  together." 

Daughter  Charlene  Coleman  told  the  Richmond  Times-Dispatch 
that  her  mother  often  advised  her  students  to  not  let  any  perceived 
or  real  obstacle  prevent  them  from  following  their  course.  In  a  1982 
interview  with  the  Times-Dispatch,  Wallace  said  she  appreciated  the 
tough  training  she  received  at  St.  Philip  and  its  reputation.  She  asked 
to  be  buried  in  a  graduation  robe  and  stole. 

Dean  Langston  describes  Wallace  as  "a  wonderful  person  who 
made  others  feel  an  almost  immediate  positive  connection  with  her. 
She  was  one  of  the  first  St.  Philip  graduates  I  met  after  my  appoint- 
ment as  dean.  She  was  a  joy  to  be  around  because  of  her  passion  for 
life  and  her  authentic  interest  in  others.  Carolease  was  one  of  the 
leaders  in  bringing  about  the  reuniting  of  the  St.  Philip  alumni 
with  the  MCV7VCU  alumni  associations.  For  that  I,  as  dean,  am 
very  grateful." 


WHAT'S     NEW     WITH     YOU? 


Scarab  welcomes  updates  on  marriages,  family  additions,  job  changes,  relocations,  promotions — whatever  you  think  is  newsworthy. 
Help  us  keep  track  of  you  by  completing  and  returning  this  form.  Recent  newspaper  clippings  and  photographs  are  also  appre- 
ciated. Please  mail  to  MCV  Alumni  Association  of  VCU,  1016  E.  Clay  St.,  P.O.  Box  980156,  Richmond,  VA  23298-0156;  fax  to 
(804)  828-4594;  email  to  migTeene@vcu.edu 


NAME/DEGREE/CLASS 


SPOUSE'S    FULL   NAME   |IF   APPLIES)   DEGREE/CLASS 


CHILDREN    (INDICATE    IF   CURRENTLY   ATTENDING    MCV/VCU) 


PHONE    NUMBER 


EMAIL   ADDRESS 


NEWS    ITEMS    (PLEASE   ATTACH   ADDITIONAL   SHEET    IF    NECESSARY 


SCARAB 


MCVAA  GiftS  For  Alumni 


MCVkids 


MCVkids 


FUTURE 

MCV 

ALUMNUS 


FUTURE 

MCV 

ALUMNUS 


Feel  Like  a  Pro.  Striding  across  the  course  or  strolling  about  town, 
you'll  never  be  a  duffer  in  MCVAA's  golf  shirt.  100%  combed  cotton, 
generous  cut,  tri-color  knit  collar  and  welt  sleeves,  taped  shoulder  and 
neck  seam,  side  vents,  classic  three-button  box  placket,  horn-toned 
buttons.  Hunter  with  navy  and  khaki  trim  with  MCVAA  seal.  Sizes  M, 
L,  XL  S52.  XXL,  $57.  Add  $5.50  for  shipping. 

Sweat  Shirt.  Heavyweight  crew  or  hooded  sweat  shirt.  Features  95% 
cotton,  5%  polyester,  set-in  sleeves,  ribbed  collar,  cuffs  and  waistband 
with  Lycra,  coverseamed  neck,  shoulders,  armholes  and  waistband. 
Colors:  forest  green,  navy  and  ash.  Sizes  L,  XL  $36.  Size  XXL  $38. 
Hooded  Sweat  $44.  Add  $5.50  for  shipping. 

Clipper  Jacket.  The  MCVAA  jacket  is  a  nice  addition  to  your  ward- 
robe. The  jacket  features  the  MCVAA  seal,  double  collar,  side  pockets 
and  adjustable  snaps  at  the  cuff.  Polyester/cotton  blend.  Color:  navy. 
Sizes  S-2XL  $67.  Add  $5.50  for  shipping. 

Teeshirt.  Show  your  school  spirit  wearing  this  newly  designed  gray 
tee.  Sizes  M,  L,  XL,  XXL  in  short  and  long  sleeves  $19.  Add  $5.50 

for  shipping. 

MCVKid's  Wear.  Now  accepting  "Future  MCV"  graduates!  Your 
future  grad  can  show  off  their  school  spirit  right 
from  the  start  with  a  white  with  green  embroidery 
bib  (not  shown),  onesies  (a-1)  or  children's  tee- 
shirt  in  gray  with  green  embroidery  (a-2).  Sizes 
from  2T  to  children's  large.  Bibs  $12.  Onesies  $17 
and  TeeShirts  $16.  Please  add  $2  for  shipping. 


MCVkids 


MCVAA  Flag.  28"x  44".  Image  is  the  same  on  both  sides.  Brackets 
for  the  flag  are  not  included.  $40  for  Dues-Paying  Members.  $50  non- 
dues-paying  members.  Please  include  $5.50  for  shipping. 

MCVAA  Chair.  Made  of  solid  hardrock  maple.  Laser  engraved  with 
MCV  seal  and  can  be  personalized  with  your  name  and  year.  $350. 
Personalization  $25.  Allow  six  weeks  for  delivery.  Call  (800)  352-5885. 

Pill  Box.  This  handsomely  crafted  lidded  porcelain  box  will  look  great 
on  any  side-table  or  desk.  It  features  the  MCV  Alumni  House  and  Paul 
A.  Gross  Conference  Center  in  green,  trimmed  in  22k  gold.  $19.  Add 
$3  for  shipping. 

Mantel  Clock.  Handcrafted  mantel  clock  bears  the  MCV  seal  in  full 
detail.  $189  includes  shipping.  $195  includes  shipping  and  two  lines 
of  engraving. 


SCARAB 


MCVAA  Prints.  For  that  finishing  touch  to 
home  or  office  add  a  pencil  drawing  of  build- 
ings on  the  MCV  Campus. 
S36  unframed,  $55  framed.  Please  call  the 
Alumni  Office  at  (800)  MCV-7799  or  (804) 
828-3900  for  shipping  details. 

"Virginia  Commonwealth  University:  The 
Campus  History  Series."  More  than  50 
vintage  photographs  illustrate  the  rich  history 
of  the  Medical  College  of  Virginia's  first  130 
years.  $20.  Please  add  $1.50  for  shipping. 


School  of  Dentistry 


Old  School  of  Nursing 


Egyptian  Building 


West  Hospital 

Mail  form  with  check  made  payable  to  MCVAA. 
Order   Information    (please  print  clearly)      P.O.  Box  9801 56,  Richmond.  VA  23298-01 65 


3a§ 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY                                                                                                                                STATE 

ZIP 

PHONE 

SHIPPING  ADDRESS  (if  different) 

QUANTITY                                                                                       DESCRIPTION 

COST 

CREDIT  CARD  PAYMENT 

Subtotal 

NAME  (as  it  appears  on  credit  card) 

VA  add  5%  tax 

(check  one)  □  AMERICAN  EXPRESS  □  DISCOVER  □  MASTERCARD  □  VISA 

Shipping  Costs 

CARD  NO. 

TOTAL 

EXPIRATION  DATE 

SIGNATURE 

SCARAB 
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Nonprofit  Organization 
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MCV  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 


Connect  online 

The  updated  MCV  Alumni  Association  Web  site  offers  new 
features  to  keep  you  plugged  in. 

New  Personal  Web  pages  and  social  networking 
New  Searchable  alumni  directory 
New  Career  center 


Plus 

Calendar  of  events 

Easy  access  to  VCU/MCV  links 

Archive  issues  of  Scarab  and  e-newsletters 

Online  registration  for  events  and  membership 

Online  store  for  MCVAA  gifts 

Expanded  travel  opportunities 


Visit  the  Web  site  today  for  a  test  drive! 

While  there,  register  (no  fee)  for  a  login,  which 
will  give  you  access  to  the  directory. 

And  you  can  join  your  MCV  Alumni  Association 
by  selecting  "Become  a  Member." 


GREAT  TIME   TO   BE   PART   OF   THE   TRADITION! 


